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old plan was required to be pursued. In thus || 
reasoning | imagined myself going about with the } 
census taker, and how he would talk with the head | 
of a family, and how he would make his memo- || 
randums as he went along, and the conclusion || 
was irresistible that he would do the business || 
faster by merely putting down the name and age. || 
Mr. CLEMENS. I wish to suggest to the Sen- |, 
gor a difficulty which is insuperable to my mind. || 
There is not a man in the South owning a hundred || 
negroes Who knows scarcely any more ofthe names | 
of the slave children than I do. He would be || 
obliged to send the census taker to the negro quar- | 
ters himself, to ascertain the information. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. All that matter has been | 
talked over, and I desire to show my friend that, 
in the case he puts, the difficulties under the other 
sysiem are quite as insu perable. Ifthe slave owner 
cannot give the name of the children, how is he | 
to give the age? 
Mr. CLEMENS. He knows how many chil- || 
dren thereare, and can tell about the time they were 
born. Say that he has a negro woman of the name 
of Eliza with four children—he can state about the || 
timeeach was born, As to their names, he. would | 
not know anything about that until the children |) 
had reached the age of twelve or fourteen. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. | cannot speak for the | 
large negro owners in the South, but | can of that 
description of people and the negroes in my own 
Siate. And I venture to say that there is no plan- 
tation in my quarter, although the slaves are noth- 
ing like as numerous as they are in te South, but 
what the owner can tell you the name of every per- | 
son on the plantation, and that without hesitation. || 
We generally keep a record of their names and ages. | 
And | should suppose that while the farmersof the || 
South were recording, according to the suggestion | 
of the Senator from Alabama, the ages of their 
slave children, they could put down something for || 
their names also. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I did not say they had a | 
record of their ages, but merely that they could || 
tell very nearly what they were. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, if there was any 
record of their ages | should suppose it would be 
connected with their names. If no record is kept of |, 
the age, then it has to be guessed at, and the name | 
may as well be guessed at also, for it is wholly im- 
material. But you must describe the children in 
some way, or take and put them down as child 
number one, child number two, and give the age 
ofeach. It will do just as well to designate them 
by numbers as by name, provided itesecures- the 
basis of the calculation which it is necessary to || 
make afterwards. An oath that it is the correct | 
name of the child is not required, and if the age of | 
achild can be given, so can a name, and if all are | 
given the same name it makes no difference. | 
Mr. BORLAND. Allow me to suggest to the | 
Senator that he says this method of enumeration | 
will add nothing to the labor of making out these | 


} 
| 


tables. I would ask him if he has considered the 
humber that will have to be taken. There are by | 
estimate something like about three million of || 
slaves in the United States. Suppose the names | 
ofone hundred are put on each of the books in | 
which they have to be recorded, it will be seen || 
that there would be about thirty thousand pages | 
of writing todo. If we are to have the names of 
all the white inhabitants, then there would be two \| 
hundred thousand pages to write. Now | suggest | 
that the addition to this labor of thirty thousand | 
pages of writing for the slaves, and two hundred || 
thousand for the whites, would add very materially | 
to the time and labor required to take the census. 
if it is not propo 
the use in having it done. Why get information 
that is not to be printed and laid before the public? | 
. tif it is to’be printed, then we should have two | 
undred and thirty thousand printed pages, that 
Would answer no practical purpose. 
Mr. UNDER WOOD. All these cbjections have 


| suggested themselves to me; but, on going into 


| 
to be printed, where is | 
| 
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reliable calculation than would be the case if the || hundred thousand voters in the United States; the | 


names of every one of which, in my State at least, | 
were taken down in writing at the last presidential | 


| election. Where the ballot is pursued perhaps 


the names are not taken down; I believe they are, 
however 

Several Senators. They are always. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, this illustration 
came under consideration, and it will be seen that 
in that case, for the purpose of accuracy in the | 
ballot-box, you take the names of two million five | 
hundred thousand voters, and the number will be 
increasing every four years at a very rapid rate in 
all time to come. Why, there is no difficulty ex- | 
perienced in that matter, and no printing grows | 





out of it; and it is a very simple process by which 


it is done. Take another illustration, which 


| passed through my mind: Every year in Ken- 
| tacky we take all these things into the list of taxa- | 


ble property. We put down name after name, and 
there is no difficulty growing out of it. All these 
things were considered by the committee, and it 
struck me at first precisely as it has other gentle- 
men here, and all the questions they have asked, 


the calculation, | came at once to the conclusion 
that greater accuracy and speed both would be se- 


| cured by putting the names down. There is no 


difficulty about it. The idea suggested, that the 
farmer will not know the names of hisslaves makes 
no sortof difference. Fle can knowas much about 


| the names as the age; and all that we can expect 


is, to come as nearly to what is precisely correct 
as possible, and that by the safest and most correct 
way of getting the information. I have nothing 
more, I believe, to say on this particular subject. 
Some other points have been suggested, however, 


| to which perhaps | had better refer at this time. 


Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to my friend 


from Kentucky, as a compromise about this mat- | 
| ter, that, with regard to these little verbal amend- 


ments to this bill, as we all have our own notions 
in regard to them, it will be better to take the vote 
upon them; for I assure my friend, that if we take 
up the time in discussing every verbal amendment, 
we shall not pass the bill for two months to come, 


and then it will be too late to accomplish the pur- 


pose intended. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Masgachusetts. How would 


| it meet the view of the honorable Senator who | 


moved the amendment to place it in the alterna- 
tive, and let it be names or numbers ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I cannot see the use of taking 
| the names; in fact, | am surprised that idea is 
| even entertained. My friend from Kentucky gen- 
| erally has my vote; but upon this matter we see 
so differently that lam compelied to be at issue 
with him. 

The question being put, the amendment was | 

reed to. 

Mr. BELL. I desire to ask of the honorable 
chairman some information. Perhaps | have not 
examined the subject with sufficient care to make 
a motion to amend any particular column of the 
tables. I wish to ask the honorable gentleman | 
whether, under the head of capital invested, it is 
intended that the value of farming utensils and 
machinery, such as cotton gins, and machinery 
for the manufacture of sugar, shall be ascertained | 
and set down? Is there any place where these 
items can be inserted? I would suggest to the 
honorable chairman whether an amendment ought | 
not to be made to this effect, because in the coun- 
try with which | am acquainted there is a large 
amount of capital invested in these implements. 

Mr. DAVIS. The committee had this subject 
under their consideration; and there was a propo- 
sition to take an account in the original tables of 
the value of agricultural implements. This seemed 
to embrace all farming utensils of every descrip- | 
tion, and we saw at once that it would be attended 
with a great deal of trouble; and that the informa- 
tion, when obtained, would not compensate for 


| the trouble and inconvenience attending its collec- 


tion. If it is deemed desirable, however, to take | 


the valuation of machinery used in the manufac- | 
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any other articles, I think there may be an amend- 
ment made in the social table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
suggest to the gentleman that that table is notnow 
under consideration. 

Mr. BELL. 1 understand that it is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has not yet been 
reached. - 

Mr. DAVIS. I can insert the amendment 


| which the gentleman suggests, in its proper place. 


Mr. BELL. It appears to me to be important 
that it should be done, for there is a large invest- 


| ment of capital in such implements, particularly in 


machinery used for the manufacture of sugar. | 
supposed, as a matter of course, a place was to be 
provided for the capital invested in agricultural 
implements and machinery employed on the sugar 
plantations. I believe that the cost of machinery 
on a single plantation amounts, in many instances, 
to ten, fifteen, and even twenty thousand dollars. 
So of the cotton gins, and the class of machinery 
,that is used on the cotton plantations of the South. 
I do not understand that it is proposed to insert 
the valuation of all description of agricultural 
implements and machinery in these tables, but 
only the larger articles. I take it for granted that 
there is to be some limitation as to value, so as to 
exclude the enumeration of articles of compara- 

‘tively insignificant value. I desire that such a 
proposition shall be inserted, and I thought that 
this was a proper time for so doing. 

Mr. DAVIS. The honorable Senator will see 
that neither the agMtultural nor the social table is 
now under consideration. 

Mr. BELL. They are all undér consideration, 
1 believe. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was moved to 
strike out tables two, three, and five, and insert in 
lieu thereof, tables one, four, and six; and that 
motion was adopted. 

Mr. BELL. I submit, sir. 

Mr. KING. I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate to a recent amendment, on the motion of 
the Senator from South Carolina. It relates to a 
matter that 1 suppose many gentlemen here are 
not so well acquainted with as mysejf. I see by 
the schedule, that the census board is required to 
obtain information as to the places of birth of 
slaves. Now there is no southern gentleman here 
who does not know that it is wholly impractieable 
to obtain information of this description, that will 
be at all satisfactory orreliable. ‘This is in sched- 
ule number two. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The last vote that 
was taken was to strike out the original tables 
one, three, and five, and insert two, four, and six. 

Mr. KING. I rose at the same time with the 
Senator from Tennessee, for the purpose of making 
the motion which | now propose to make, and I 
trust it- will be received, which is, to strike out 
from the second schedule all that which relates to 
information respecting the places of birth of the 
slaves. I hope that the Senate will reconsider the 

_ vote incorporating schedule number two, so that 
I may have an opportunity to make this motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. No vote, | believe, has been 
taken. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The vote was taken 
upon the motion to strike out and insert, and it 
was agreed to. 

Mr. KING. I hope that vote will be recon- 
‘sidered. 

The question being put upon the motion to re- 
consider, it was agreed to. 

Mr. KING. The proposition which I now 
make is to amend schedule number two, by stri- 
king out the words “ places of birth.” It is well 
known that, owing to the natural course of things, 
a great number of slaves are taken from one State 
to another, and the purchasers of such slaves 
know nothing about their places of birth, and con- 
sequently it is utterly out of their power to give 


|| such information, and if it could be given it would 


be perfectly valueless. They are known to have 
been born within the slave States, but in which of 
them isnot known. There may be a few who can 


been duly eet and I will give the Senator 
an illustration: You have about tee million five || ture of sugar, or the valuation of cotton gins, or || tell, but the large majority of them cannot by any 
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such information as will lead to any beneficial 


result. 


ticable to procure the information, or that, if pro- 
cured, it would be of any earthly use. 
The question being put on the motion to strike 


out the words * places of birth,’’ it was agreed | 


to. 

Mr. KING. I have another proposition to 
make, and Senators, I think, will all perceive the 
propriety of it. In schedule two are the following 
words: ** If a female, the number of children she 
has had, known to be alive, known to be dead.” 
Now, sir, it is impossible to ascertain the number 
of children upon a plantation that any woman haa 
had. The woman herself, in nine out of ten cases, 
when she has had ten or fifteen children, does not 
know how many she has actually had. [A laugh.] 
No, sir, she cannot tell. The owner certainly 
does not know; the manager of the estate does 
not know, because the managers are frequently 
changed. One or two children may be born while 
an individual is manager of an estate, and others 
may be born after hig place is supplied by another. 
There is no mode by which you can ascertain 
except through the medium of the woman, and 
she cannot tell. Where is the advantage, then, of 


filling up considerable space with this item, arjl | 
swelling the document without getting any infor- | 


mation at last? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I hope that 
column will be allowed to remain, although I do 
not know that it is very material. I do not know 
that the column that has been stricken out is very 
material. 


Mr. KING. Notat all. 


Mr. DAVIS. Itis very desirable, sir, inasmuch | 
as population is the basis for representation to rest | 


upon, that the enumeration™Should include this 


particular kind of information. 


tion as nearly accurate as can be made. Why 


should we not adopt measures to make it as accu- | 


rate and as certain as we can? Whether these 
little circumstances should be adverted to, to show 
the state and condition of the population, and to 


show the number on every farm, is for Senators | 
I would much prefer, inasmuch as | 
considerable printing has been done, that the tables | 


to decide. 


should be allowed to remain as they are. 
Mr. KING. I want the census to be taken with 
as much care as possible. I want allthe people of 


the United States, white and black, to be enumer- | 


ated. 1 want to throw no obstacle in the way, but 
i want to save unnecessary expense; and the gen- 
tleman admits that this will be unnecessary unless 
the returns can be accurate. You have to get the 
number of slaves—every man, woman, and child. 
You have to state the sex and the age. Does not 
this render it as certain and complete as it can be 
rendered, without going and asking how many 


children each woman has had, how many are | 
And I say again, | 
in respect to this, it cannot be ascertained with cer- | 
tainty, and it will be an additional expense. It. 


living, and how many are dead ? 


will swell the volume without being productive of 
any earthly good. If it would render the census 
more perfect | would not object to it, but it will 
not have that effect. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. These tables, in refer- 
ence to the slave population, which were adopted 
by the committee, were adopted in compliance with 
the wishes of southern gentlemen. 


whole, and then the Senate will perceive that every 
mutilation which may be made will, in all proba- 
bility, operate against the object which induced 
their adoption in the manner in which they have 
been presented. The “ names”’ being stricken out, 
there is one less in the connection. Now, in the 
information which we are in pursuit of, the mere 
enumeration of the population upon which the 
representation of the country is based was not 
the only object sought to attained by the 
committee. ‘There are a number of philosophical 
inquiries which they were in pursuit of, as well 
as the mere basis of representation. They wished 
to ascertain the condition and resources of the 
country, as an element upon which representation 
is to act. This was an object with the committee, 


as well as ascertain the basis of representation. || questions of physiology—to go into an inquiry as 





THE 





I move therefore to strike it out,as I pre- | 
sume that no Senator has any idea that it is prac- | 


I do not suppose || 
that it is possible to get an enumeration that will | 
be free from error; still there must be an enumera- | 


I will state the |) 
object which operated upon the committee in pre- | 
senting the various columns in these tables, as a | 




















sibility say where they were born, nor give i Every one knows how the resources of the coun- || to individual pursuits, climate, food 


|| try operate on legislation. We know its import- 
| ance in almost every point of view connected with 
the operations of society. 
of the committee on this subject was not confined 
simply to an enumeration of the inhabitants, but 
/to the effect of various localities on health and 
longevity; to the effect of climate, the condition 
of the colored race, and all matters of importance 
| in reference to the contemplated object. You wiil 
| find in these tables that we require, not only the 
| age and sex, but the color of the person; and we 
| find in another column the degree of removal from 
pure blood is required to be stated; and this in- 
quiry, in reference to the number of children which 
each woman may have had, I can inform my hon- 
orable friend, was inserted, as far as I know, at 
the instance of a southern gentleman, with a view 
to ascertain certain facts which he told me, but 
which I do not think necessary to go into here. 
Now, the question is, are you willing to take all 
| this information, with a view to ascertain the laws 
| of longevity between the two races—the degrees 
| of blood, and other physical laws of the races? 
'| And the tables have been constructed, as gentlemen 
|| will perceive, in reference to age, in reference to de- 
| grees of the blood, in reference to the number of 
|| children, and other tables developing the subject of 
comparative longevity. Now, if the information 
can be obtained, every Senator will see at once the 
| deductions which may be made from it. If you 
| do not intend to get the information in its ramifi- 
'| cations, as | had suggested, you may as well strike 

out the whole table,and send your deputy marshal 
|| into a plantation merely to ascertain the number of 
slaves, so far as the basis of representation is con- 
|| cerned, and you will then get clear, as has been 
| suggested by the Senator from North Carolina, of 
all this increase at the start; and I suppose that the 
Senator from Alabama voted with him. 

Mr. KING. Certainly. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, 1 am vastly sur- 
prised at the course he is taking now. If he suc- 
ceeds in all the amendments that he is proposing, 
it will come down to the basis of his argument. 
The committee would not so limit their action on 
the subject, and, in view of these different col- 
umns, a response may be made to the census 
takers, which will embody the information that I 
have nuw suggested to you, to enable gentlemen 
to ene or overturn their theories on the sub- 
_ ject. 1 therefore think that you ought to retain 
| the name, age, number of children, and every- 

thing, if you wish to get at anything that will be 
practically useful hereafter, in reference to this 
class of population. ‘There is one practical use to 
which this information may be applied, as every- 
body knows, and it is insurances on lives. The 
whole table, in regard to longevity, and everything 
connected with the number and age of children, 
will furnish information on which valuable tables 
may be constructed, if you will continue them for 
| a series of years. But, to make any estimates or 
calculations, they must be continued through a 
series of years, through various decennial periods. 
You must have a series of facts ascertained in that 
way, if you would produce anything valuable from 
them. ‘This is the commencement. If it is not 
proper to begin at all, strike out the whole table, 
and bring it to what my honorable friend fiom 
Alabama wants it to be. 
Mr. BORLAND. I think that all the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky go to show the pro- 
|, priety of the proposition that was suggested some 
| time ago, to strike out everything but the mere 
enumeration of the inhabitants. He has opened, 
sir,a theme of inquiry which is unlimited—one 
| which will take all the science of this country to 
|, explore; and, unless explored by the science of the 
|| country—by the scientific men of the country—it 
would make no valuable return. Why, we see 
} 
| 





now that no dependence is placed upon the statis- 
tics gathered in 1840. [am not aware that there 
is an individual in the United States who can 
confidently rely upon the statistical information 
then obtained. So far as I am‘ informed on 
| the subject, it is erroneous throughout, and has 
led to some almost ridiculous conclusions. In- 
| stead of limiting it, we have it now greatly ex- 
| tended, not only the ordinary statistics to be ascer- 


| tained by the deputy marshal, but we have the 


whole field of natural science yet to explore. 
| They are required to go into the most delicate 
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Hence it is, the action } 
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that has an effect on longevity. Not ony ns 
sir, but there is one column connected idle nM 
with this which requires the census taker to rat 
tain the degrees of removal between the white ant 
the black races. Now, f respectfully suggest ov 
| it will reqaire a high degree of science, an ao, 
diserimination, to determine anything of the “a 
{| f am not aware that physiologists agree on th - 
points; agd to suppose that any young man whose 
services could be obtained for the paltry com - 
sation of the deputy marshal, would be qualified. 
| determine, for the miserable compensation of - 
cents per individual, these delicate and importans 
|| questions of physiology—the very delicate jy, 
| quiry as to the influence of pursuits and clinia:. 
on health and longevity—why, sir, it seems ol. 
the most extraordinary proposition that ] ey,, 
heard in my life. I say it with all respect for th. 
judgment of the honorable Senator, it does bre. 





| sent that aspect to my mind. It may be yer, ‘ 


| 

true, and it is true, and no one appreciates nyo). 

than I do that the information is important a4 

valuable which the Senator proposes to obtyip 

But suppose it to be so valuable, and suppose ;, 

be attainable in the way he proposes, I submit th», 

it is beyond the powers of the General Govern. 
ment to do anything of the sort. Are we to erec; 
ourselves into a great college of natural science: 

Are the funds of this Government to be appro. 

priated to the investigation of great natural truths? 

I think we have gone far enough in this celebrated 

Patent Office of ours in regard to this matter, By; 

it is proposed we shall go still further, and estab. 

lish physiological schools and bureaus—t belieye 
| shch is the suggestion. Now, sir, the circle of the 
sciences seems about to be completed by our ac. 
tion; and we are to bring in all systems of physi. 
ology and of natural history—the effect of trades, 
food, climate, situation in life, and their effect on 
the health and longevity of the human race—po; 

only the human race in general, but distinction 
between the operation of particular causes upon 
the different classes of men—different races of the 

great family of men. It is undertaking to do tha: 
which we cannot do, and it is undertaking to do 
it by authority which we bave not got, in my 

opinion. ; 

As Lunderstand the duty of the Congress of 
the United States in regard to taking the census, 
it is limited by the terms of the Constitution to 
the enumeration of the inhabitants; not one word 
is said about statistics; not one word is said about 

all these matters. No, sir; ] respectfully suggest 
to the Senator from Kentucky that if he desires to 
geta bill passed before the expiration of the ten 
years that have elapsed since the taking of the last 
census, that he is doing the very thing that will 
defeat that object. If he wishes to get a bill passed 
in a practical form, so that its requisitions be ful- 
filled, in my opinion the only practicable thing he 
can do is to strike out everything. If he persists 
in doing mere than that, the bill will not be passed 
in time to go to the various parts of the country 
at the period required by the Constitution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. This is not the first time 
that the Government has appointed men to procure 
scientific information, even if that were the object 
of this bill. Why, some years ago they sent an 
exploring expedition around the world, hunting for 
muscle shells and things of thatsort. Look to the 
west, and you will see an expensive building has 
| been erected and dedicated to the purposes of sci- 
ence, adorned in the interior with instruments of 
very considerable size and of great value. Here 
is your practice, sir. Here is your conduct in time 
past; but now the gentleman gets up and seems to 
be very much alarmed because we direct these 
census takers to obtain a few facts, not on whieh 
to build speculative theories, but upon which gen- 
tlemen who are disposed to enter upon physiologi- 
cal inquiries may make their own speculations. 
Now, we are to be alarmed at the idea of sending 
out a set of beardless boys in pursuit of scientific 
information. Why, it is a total misconception, as 
I conceive, of the whole object of the bill. lt is 
not proper to strike out, as proposed by the Sena 
| tor from North Carolina, everyihing but the enu- 

meration of the inhabitants. { supposed the main 
| points had all been settled by the vote which had 
already been taken, and I am not responsible, 9 
the gentleman from Arkansas intimates, for any 
| action of this body in passin 
my conduct which is te defeat 
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sa for weeks and months to come. I have but i desire this information because we have all cher- 
endeavored, in My humble way, to show to the | ished a hope that the condition of African servi- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











genate the reasons upon which the committee acted | tude in this country was a stage of transition from 


in preparing thetables. Sir, the census takers can 1 
easily inquire as to the number and age of children. 
These are matters of fact of every-day inquiry, and 
can be ascertained without any additional cost. 
i be important for them to inquire if there are any 
deaf or blind persons; if that information be of any | 
service, they can as well make inquiry into other 
matters of fact. [tis not a matter of scientific in- 
vestigation at all, but a mere inquiry as to facts— 
whether an individual is a quadroon, a mulatto, or 
any other proportion of blood. It is not supposed | 
that these individuals are to go very minutely or 
elaborately into an investigation of the precise de- | 

ee. My honorable friend need not expect any- |) 
thing of that sort. The census taker can make 
inquiry; he can get an answer; not that he is to go 
into a minute inquiry; no one expects any such 
thing. The tables present plain matters of fact, | 
and | do think we need not be alarmed at the idea || 
that we are becoming too scientific, or that we are 
about to employ a scientific corps. ‘There is no 
danger of anything of that kind. 

Mr. BORLAND. I did not intend to reflect at 
all upon the honorable Senator. He says that he 
intended to explain the reasons which operated 
upon the committee in reporting such a bill. It | 





| 


| 
| 
j 
| 


i 
' 
j 


| 





was certainly my purpose to animadvert upon 
these reasons, or rather upon their result. 

The honorable Senator has referred to the past | 
history of the country—to the practice of the Gov- | 
ernment on this subject, and to the expenditures | 


such purposes. So far from that being in thy | 
mind an argument in favor of doing this thing | 
now—of extending the limits of our operations—it 

jsastrong reason why we should put a stop to | 
them. If we have done wrong in the past, I think | 
it is high time that we should stop. We have 

done enough, and too much already, in my opin- 

ion. L think there are a great many operations | 
undertaken and paid for by the Government that | 
can well be dispensed with; and there is no better 
time for beginning the work of reform than the | 
resent. Now is the time. Now is the time, not | 
Clindly to pursue error in the spirit of increased | 
error, but to pause. 





The honorable Senator has | 
referred to the building over the way; I apprehend 
that the Government had very little to do with 
that. 1 suppose, of course, that he means the | 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. No, sir; I mean the | 
Observatory. 

Mr. BORLAND. That, sir, { understand is | 
connected with our naval establishment; and as | 
long as the naval establishment exists, that will | 
benecessary for aiding our naval affairs in the ef- 
ficient discharge of their duty—in preparing for | 
them useful information. Ido not consider that 
as coming within this category. Abolish that, 
and you may as well abolish the navy itself. It | 
is indisputably a part of the naval establishment. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the motion to strike 
out will not prevail. It appears to me that the in- 
formation sought to be obtained by this clause is 
essential, and that it will be found to be so. It is 
interesting to us all, as a question of political | 
science, to know the actual condition of every | 
class of population in this country; and certainly 
it concerns the public, as well as the Government, 
to know the actual relative condition of the differ- 
ent classes of population. As I understand the 
proposition of the committee, they desire to pro- | 
cure information in regard to the comparative | 
longevity of the white and black races in their | 





various conditions. If this information be ob- 
tained, it will be useful with reference to that pur- 
pose. They desire to ascertain the number of | 
children that each woman has borne, the number 
that are living, and the number that are dead, with | 
reference to the question of comparative longevity. 
It is very desirable that we ascertain whatever: 
affects the social and physical condition of the 
masses of society. . 
But there is another point. There is no wontan, 
t. deference to the Senator from Alabama, 
who can have forgotten the number of children that 
she had borne. If it be true, as it is said, that 
there are women who do not know whether their 
children be living or dead, and even how many 
they have borne, I s like to ascertain the 


number of such tha: there are of all races. And I 








of money that have been heretofore authorized for 


| ress is. 
If are any women, even in Africa, who have forgot- 


a state of barbarism to a state of improvemept 
hereafter. I wish to know how rapid that prog- 
I believe it cannot be possible that there 


ten the number of children they have borne. If 
there be any in America who have forgotien that 
fact, so important and interesting to themselves, [ 
wish to know it, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the operation of our social system, and the suc- 
cess of that system as leading to the improvement 
of the African race. I wish to know also what is 
the extent of the education or of instruction that 


prevails, so as to acertain whether they are advan- . 


cing toward that better condition which constitutes | 
the only excuse, as I understand, that we have for 
holding them in servitude. 

Mr. KING. Iam not at all surprised to hear 
the Senator from New York attempt to throw an 
imputation upon the South to answer his own 
purposes. Sir, what I stated was, that in many 
Instances you could not even get from the mother 
any correct knowledge of the number of children 
she had. Go into the white settlements in many 
portions of the country, and you will find women in 
the same situation. if is the duty of the owner of 
the slaves to give the information which is required 
by the law as it now stands, and I only mention 
the fact, that the information as to the number of 
children could not be obtained in every instance, 
even by going to the mother of the children her- 
self. Does the honorable Senator mean to say, 
that all the women of his own State are so highly 
intellectual, so bright in their perceptions, so acute 
in their understanding, that they could give simi- 
lar information if it were required of them ? 

Sir, I have listened to the Senator’s remarks. I 
will not characterize them; respect for myself and 
this body will prevent me. He comes forward 
here on all occasions, when the slightest opportu- 
nity is afforded him, to endeavor to produce a feel- 
ing of prejudice against that section of country in 
which I live, in order to minister to that miserable 
fanatical spirit 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The honorable 
Senator is outwf order. 

Mr. KING. Well, sir, let the Senator keep 





|| himself within the bounds usually prescribed to 
||} members of this body, and not attempt, by a 


sneering manner and insidious language, to pro- 
duce an effect which he dare not do directly. Sir, 
as regards the amendment which | proposed, my 
object was simply neither more nor less than to 
save a useless expenditure; because | knew the 
difficulty with which the obtaining of such in- 
formation must be attended, and 1 know the inu- 
tility of it when obtained. It could not be ob- 
tained, except through the medium of the owner, 
and I stated that it could not be obtained, in some 
instances, even from the mother. Was there any- 
thing in that remark to justify the Senator from 
New York in using the language he did? He 
wants to know whether any Africans are so ig- 
norant as not to be able to give correct informa- 
tion in regard to the number of their children. I, 
sir, would like to be informed, whether all within 
the State of New York are so intelligent, so well- 
informed, and have lived in such a way as to jus- 
tify the belief that, upon application to them to 
know the number of their children, the informa- 
tion could be obtained? Go into New York city, 
or into any portion of the State, and you will find 
persons of tliat description; and in truth the Sen- 
ator has no justification for the insinuations which 
he has thrown out. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have not attacked the hon- 
orable Senator, and have therefore no explanation 
to make. I have only to say, in reply to the ques- 
tion which the honorable Senator asks me in re- 
gard to the women of+New York, that they are 
able to read the question of the Senator, and they 
will read it, and he will not find one, white or black, 
in the State of New York, that has forgotten the 
number of her children. That is my judgment. 
For the rest, 1 repeat that I think the information 
is important for social, political, and benevolent 

urposes, and I am sincere in desiring that it may 
G obtained. 

Mr. RUSK.. It is to be regretted, sir, that we 
cannot do anything here without having this inter- 
minable question brought up. It must,.it seems, 
be brought forward when we have only the census 


1 bill up for distussion. Whenever the most irrel- 
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evant subject—no matter what it may be—is before 
the Senate, remarks of a taunting nature towards 
one section of the Union are sure to be made, cal- 
culated to produce irritation, and provoke reply 
which must have the effect to throw us wider apart. 
Sir, the information sought to be obtained is of no 
earthly use. When it is obtained, # amounts to 
nothing. It may be used for the purposes of agi- 
tation; it may be used in stump oratory, to 
awaken prejudices in one section of the country 
against the other, but itis of no practical value. 
Indeed, you can obtain no correct information on 
the subject. Sir, when our most distinguished 
| men from every section of the Union are endeav- 
oring to quiet the troubled waters, and bring about 
a state of kind feeling in our political relations, every 
occasion seems to be improved to thrust matters be- 
fore us calculated to increase agitation and arrest 
everything like an adjustment of the difficulties 
whichfexist. Itis of apiece with the proceeding 
which took place yesterday, when a petition numer- 
ously signed was presented to this body, asking 
Congress to enroll the slaves in the militia of the 
country. Now, is not this irritating? What is it 


| supposed will be the consequence of enrolling them 


| into the militia, and putting arms into their hands, 
and that too when prayer is put up by met in 
authority here that civil war, servile war Shall 
come, rather that that slavery shall be extended 
into any other territory; or, in other words, that 
the present controversy shall be satisfactorily set- 
tled? Now, I appeal to gentlemen, is it not worse 
than useless to be agitating questions of this de- 
scription upon a bill of this sort? So far as | am 
concerned, I see no kind of necessity for it. The 
honorable Senator from Kentucky says, that the 
procuring of this information is justified, because 
we have sent out an exploring expedition to cal- 
lect scientific information. Sir, are you going 
to make a scientific explorer out of every man 
you send out to take the census? They must have 
| their tables to calculate the square root, all the au- 
thorities and means necessary to make physiologi- 
cal and scientific investigations, They cannot 
carry them without a wagon, and in some places 
they cannot get wagons along. And whe you 
| obtain the information, its only effect will be to 
increase the expense of publication, and swell 
| your volumes of the census to an enormous and 
useless size. In this age of progress we are goin, 
ahead, it seems to me, of public opinion, I shail 
| vote against it, because there is no use in it. It is 
| an expense entirely unnecessary. If it have any 
effect on the face of the earth, it must be an inju- 
rious one; therefore, | do hope and trust that this 
| matter at least will not be insisted upon. We 
| have a question involving the institution of sla- 
| very before us legitimately. Gentlemen who are 
anxious to commend themselves to their constitu- 
| encies, to God, and to the civilized world, ean 
| discuss that question when legitimately before us, 
| without dragging it in upon every occasion when 
it is inappropriate. There isa proper time and 
place for the discussion of these matters, when gen- 
tlemen can meet the heavy responsibility which 
rests upon them. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ido think that the remarks of 
the Senator from New York, though delivered in 
a sort of under-tone, calls for special notice. Now, 
| sir, he proposes to acquire this information with a 
view to use it in Congress, of course in reference 
to the condition of this species of population. 
Does the gentleman assume that he has a right to 
legislate upon the social condition of slavery in 
the southern States? Does he wish for the infor- 
mation as a mere matter of curiosity, or for a pur- 

se? 1 have to say to the gentleman, that, with 
‘regard to longevity, comfort, and the supply of all 
| the physical wanta, the slave population are per- 
| haps as well off as any laboring people on earth; 
| and, so far as regards this inquisition into these 
matters, it would perhaps redound to the honor 
of the slaveholder. But I will put one question 
| to the gentleman, and, if he will answer it, 1 think 
| he will refute himself. Would he be willing to 
insert in the census bill a proposition that, in New 
York, one of these inquisitorial census takers 

| should be authorized to go into the houses and ask 
‘| every woman how many childzen she had had, 
and ask other questions which may very well be 
conjectured, but which my regard for decency, ang? 
other considerations, induce me to forbear men- 

| tioning? Would he,-when he chooses to institute 
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thia inquisition, so far as regards the black popu- 
lation, go toa mother and ask questions which 
would be regarded as indelicate if put toany white 
woman? Task, is he willing to have the census 
taker go round in his own State, and ask every 
woman how many children she has had? And, 
sir, a gentleman who regards all colors alike ought 
not to makesthe distincuon. Why, he is perfect- 
ly indifferent to color. He has as high apprecia- 
tion of a black woman as he has of a white; he 
cannot object, then, to put upon the same level 
white and black, so far as this inquiry is con- 
cerned. 

Mr. SEWARD. As the Senator puts a ques- 
tion to me, I will answer it. I have not the least 
objection in the world to have every woman in 
America asked how many children she has borne. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. This is not my acheme. 
Jam not responsible for it. I have already said 
that it wes the plan of a southern gentleman, by 
whom it was suggested to me, and | rise now to 
state the object which he had in view. The gen- 
tleman in conversation with me said that he be- 
lieved that a certain class of colored people had 
fewer children than a certain other class; and he 
believed that the average duration of the lives of 
the children of the darker class was longer than 
that of the children of the lighter colored class, or 
the mixed. And it was for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the physiological fact, that he wanted the 
inquiry made, This was the motive for its inser- 
tion, and it was never dreamed, so far as | know, 
that out of this census bill we were to get up a 
discussion on this slavery question. I never 
dreamed of such a thing. But Il have now told 
you the motive which led to the adoption of this 
table; it was to illustrate the truth or falsity of the 
theory on this subject; and really if it could be 
reached in that way, | acknowledge for one that I 
have a great curiosity to know whether it is so or 
not. {fit isnot worth while to go into an inquiry 
in regard to the fact, let it be stricken out, but I 
acknowledge if it can be ascertained, it will be 
gratifying to me to reach the truth. 

Mr. RUSK. 1 do not think it could be readily | 
obtained in the way it is proposed. It seems to 
me, that if you would sles information upon 
matters of this kind, you should form a commis- 
sion of old women or physicians, and send them 
out to make investigations, But it is information 
that is not worth anything. 
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| the insertion of this provision. The proposition 
/came not only from a southern gentleman, but 
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from an exceedingly intelligent southern gentle- || 


/ man, whose attention had been turned to this part | 
| of the subject; and, as has been well said, if the | 
| hypothesis out of which it grew is based on fact | 
that can be ascertained, it will not only be a curi- 
ous but useful fact connected with physiological | 
| research. That there may be truth in the suppo- | 
_ sition, may be gathered in part from the remarks 
| of my friend from Alabama, [Mr. Kina.} 


allow me to ask him a single question? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not in order 
interrupt a Senator when speaking. 

Mr. BADGER. I submit, sir. 

Mr. DAYTON. I make no manner of objec- 
tion. The Senator from Alabama says, that from 
his own observation, the black race is, in his judg- 
| ment, longer lived and more prolific than the in- 
| termediate classes between the black and the white 
| race; and that as the blacks approximate to the 
| whites, and reach to an almost imperceptible 
| shade, longevity is much diminished, and the 
| power of procreation equally so, if in a certain 
| Stage it is not entirely gone; that, in a word, the 
| mulatto ia a certain degree is a hybrid ! 

I am informed, too, that the pure black has, in 
the South, an admitted greater value than the 
| mulatto; that he consumes more, and can do more; 
that the power of endurance cf plantation labor 
diminishes in proportion to the admixture of white 
blood; that the mulatto has, ‘n a word, neither the 
better properties of the white man nor the negro. 

These become important pl:vsiological facts, if 
they be facts. Professor Agassiz, | believe, and 


| 
| to 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| others, have even held them and the whites as of | 


an originally different race. | do not mean to indi- 


cate any concurrence in sach opinion, for I have | 


Lam willing to institute any proper inquiry con- 
nected with this or any other branch of scientific 
| research, especially where it is witheut expense 
| and incidental to other matters. The result of 
| your inquiries may not have much accuracy, be- 
| cause you put it in the hands of persons who 
| cannot settle with care the facts; but if you can 
approximate to anything like aceracy in regard 
to this matter, it becomes exceedingly interesting 
and important. Indeed, 1 know of nothing that 
can be incorporated in these census statistics that 


| no knowledge except that which is revealed; but 
| 
| 





unserviceable. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is not proposed to 
make any minute or abstruse investigation, but 
merely that certain facts shall be reported, which 
may be easily obtained. 

Mr. KING. When I made the proposition to 
amend, | had not the most distant idea that it 
would lead to any discussion on the subject of 
slavery, and I take it for granted that there are not 
half a dozen Senators who supposed it would give 
rise toany such discussion. 1 am perfectly aware 
of the object of inserting it, and of the reasons 
that influenced the honorable chairman, as well as 
the other members of the committee. They sup- 
pose it would lead to that species of information 
that would enable us to determine whether the 
really black race or the intermediate colors are the 
longest lived and the most prolific. That was the 
object. Well, that is a matter that is exceedingly 
difficult to be determined upon any information to 
be obtained by the mode proposed; but if it could 
be obtained in reality, | have no doubt the fact 
would be established that the black race are longer 
lived and increase faster. I merely rose to say 
that I entirely appreciate the motives that influ- 
enced the honorable gentleman and his associates 
on the committee in bringing it forward as they 
did. Ido not think that it is necessary to show 
anythiug more than what I think | have shown— 
that it is, in the first place, impracticable, and in 
the second place, not at all beneficial if it were 
practicable, and therefore | moved to strike it out. 

Mr. DAYTON. The committee were desirous 
of obtaining information upon this point, and I 
hope our friends on the other side will not attribute 
to us any improper motives in insisting upon re- 
taining this provision in the bill. I think that 
some of our friends of the South are somewhat 
too sensitive whenever any question as to the ne- 
eto race is referred to. I hope that they do not 
suppose that any such purpose as they have sug- 
gested, as inferrible from the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from New York, was looked to in advocating 











It would be totally | 


| South. 


will be more interesting than this very fact to which 
attention has been called. ‘The committee is cer- 
| tainly not liable to the imputation of desiring to 
| obtain this information to be used in any way 
against the institutions or the peace of the South. 
| The truth is, I do not know how it can be, I 
| cannot see how it can be, employed against the 
And if it does not greatly increase the 
| expense and trouble attendant upon taking the cen- 
sus, if we can obtain a knowledge of this most 
| important physiological fact, let us have the bene- 
| fitof it. I would have been glad if another mat- 
ter which has been stricken out, to wit: the place 
of birth of slaves, had been allowed to remain. 
It would have given us a knowledge of the course 
and origin of that kind of immigration; but I am 
not very anxious about it, nor have [ given it 
much attention. In regard to this other matter of 
scientific inquiry, however, if it does not increase 
the trouble and expense, the facts ought to be as- 
| certained; for there certainly can be no bad use 
| made of them. 

Mr. BADGER. The question which I desired 
| to ask of the Senator from New Jersey, if I had 
| been in order, was this: My friend says that if 

this information could be obtained it would be cu- 
| rious information. 





| Mr. DAYTON. I went further. I said it 
would be useful. 
; Mr. BADGER. In the first place it would 


| gratify curiosity, and in the next place my friend 
| said it would beuseful. Now, I desire to know in 
what possible manner the information could be 
made useful. The intimation has been thrown 
out that possibly the result might be to give sup- 
| port to the preposition which has recently gained 
| some currency, that the human race is not de- 
| scended from one original pair, but that there have 
| been different and distinct original races. Well, 
suppose that is proved: To what useful purpose 


does my friend suppose the fact will apply? | 


Would it be applied to this purpose, that, inas- 


| Mr. BADGER. Will the honorable Senator | 
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much as we are not all of the same race, the white | 
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man does not owe to the black man t Vien 

of his charity and benevolence; that, ae eet 
not stand connected with him by blood, as tires, 
ing from a common ancestor, he may treat him 6, 
he would the various races of animals that inh bit 
the earth? Can that be a useful purpose ? C.. 
it be useful for the purpose of directing our Je tn 
lation now or at any futuretime? Can my Maes 
imagine any way in which the legislation of @, 

gress can be influenced by the inquiry? Sy “ 
it should be ascertained that when two bloods — 
mixed in the proportion of one-half or one “A 


. : -qua 
with three quarters, or in any other propeninn 
there is great loss of longevity, of vital power. ,: 

1 


physical energy, what does he propose to 4, 
Does he propose to adopt a system of legislatioy 
here, in virtue of which these mixtures are here 

after to be prohibited or restrained? Can Con. 
gress pass any act by which to restrain this incon. 
gruous and deleterious process of Mixing the two 
races? Why, according to the notions that pre- 
sent themselves to my mind, if it be a curious jp. 
quiry, it is at all events barren of any useful pur. 
pose that can be imagined. An investigation 
about the crispiness of the hair would tend 1, 
answer the purpose of influencing legislatioy 

either present or future, in any supposed contin. 
gency, quite as much as the information attempy. 
ed to be obtained upon this particular topic, \ 

friend says that in proposing or insisting Upon 
this, there was no intention on the part of any 
member of the committee to produce an unfayor- 
able result upon the South. Why, sir, no one 
had an idea that there was any such intention; nor 
in the least. The remarks that were called forth 
from some southern gentlemen were not in con- 
sequence of this being in the bill, but in conse- 
quence of incidental observations that were made, 
which were thought by them to be unnecessary, 

Now, if it be merely to gratify curiosity, to 
afford a theme for speculation, that this is to be 
inserted; or if it be to furnish an argument against 
the Mosaic accouftt of the ereation of man, it is 
idle, and in every point of view it is utterly useless, 
It seems to me, also, that while pursuing an inves- 
tigation of this character, there is too much of x 
disposition to run into unnecessary details—not to 
have some reasonable limit—and by increasing the 
number of the objects of your inquiry, and multi- 
plying the details of investigation, you are prepar- 
ing a mode, and a very effectual mode, to render 
all the results that you may obtain under all the 
heads of inquiry unreliable, and consequently mis- 
chievous, because, if unreliable, they may lead us 
to take action that is not warranted. 

Mr. DAYTON. I will answer my friend from 
North Carolina in a few words. He has asked 
me, in his usual pointed manner, of what possible 
utility this information would be? How did it 
bear on our legislative duties? When I used the 
word “useful,” as appropriate to a matter of 
scientific research, I used it as applicable to the 
particular subject. It is a useful fact in scientific 
research. It isa very important fact in the natural 
history of man. It is an advance in our knowledge 
upon this sabject. It is useful, therefore, in refer- 
ence to the particular subject-matter of the inquiry. 
I did not mean to say that it would be useful asa 
means of setiling who should marry, and who 
should not marry; but it was useful, as I before 
said, for the particular object, and as to the part 
cular subject. Why, sir, my friend near me, 
(Mr. Unperwoop,] said you sent an exploring 
expedition round the world, and you collected 
together all the plants, and all the shells, and all 
the birds, and beasts, and fishes of distant lands 
and seas; aye, and information too, respecting 
this question of physiology, the natural history of 
man, if he be only a Patagonian, or something 
even nearer the south or the north pole; that was 
all useful in its way, and the Government made 
appropriations for that purpose; but as soon as you 
go to ask a question of fact as to the natural his- 
tory of man at home, why, the question is put, 
‘‘of what possible utility can the knowledge of 
that fact be?’? Now I submit, with very great 
reSpect, that this is a useful fact, as well as 4 
curious fact, in reference to the particular matier. 
The gentleman asks, ** to what possible purpos 
can it be applied ?”” I answer, to what possible 
urpose can a thousand other facts in science be 
applied, as far as mere utilitarian purposes *r¢ 
concerned. What is the use of certain 


the science of geology, the earth’s stratification, 
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ihe history of animals that have disappeared from | 
beword? By these you may learn a knowledge | 
‘the age of the earth; you get, literally speaking, | 
a ancient history of the world; but what is the | 
aa Sir, 1do not know that you can convert | 
these physiological facts, if they be so, to any | 
actual ulilitarian purpose. 





ae cannot effect any | 
icular object, but you add to the general mass 

eienat nea _ You search for the dis- 
unce of a fixed star, or its satellites, seen only by | 
stelescope, and yet after enough is known for | 
javigation, | do not know that you can apply that | 
particular knowledge to any very special purpose. || 
pf what possible wlility is the knowledge of them? || 
Where was the utility of the late discovery of the | 
yew planet, and of a thousand other scientific facts | 
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phrenometer—to measure the line of difference be- 
tween the minds of the black and the white; they 
must have some phrenometrical instrument to 
gratify the we of the philosophers. If it is 
our purpose to publish documents to accommodate 
the tastes and views of speculative philosophers, I 
do not see why we should not inquire who has 
most sense, a black man or a mulatto. I believe 
the general opinion is, that the mulatto exceeds the 


| ment, to which we must give a Greek name—a | 


black both in intelligence and pride. [understand | 


that the individual now at the head of the repubtic 
of Liberia, is a mulatto, and I believe there is no 


instance of the mulatto coming in contact with the | 
\ feel myself wanting in the duty | owe to my State, 


black in which he does not assume the superiority. 
These are mere speculations. I believe they have 
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hundred thousand, would be entitled certainly to- 

three if not to four Representatives. I should con- 

sider myself wanting in the duty I owe to my 
State, if I were to refuse to exercise what feeble 


ee even should the ratio be inereased to one 


powers [ have for the purpose of facilitating the 
—— of the census bill, seeing that it is being 
oaded down with everything tfat the imagination 
of man can conceive of, and that it will be utter! 
impossible to pass the bill in time to comply wih 
the requirement of the Constitution, and by that 
means my State will still remain without her due 
representation at the other end of the Capitol. 

I repeat that, under these circumstances, | should 


| if 1 did not exert ail my feeble powers to facilitate 


wd explorations which can hardly be converted | originated, in some measure, both at the North || the passage of the bill; and the only course by 
io any very practical purpose in legislation. And || and at the South. But | rose merely to say thatI || which I see any hope of accomplishing that, is to 
yet | suppose it would be perfectly legitimate for || never imputed to northern gentlemen any im- || get rid of everything but the performance of the 
gur astronomer here at the Observatory to enter | proper design in desiring to obtain this information; | constitutional duty to take an enumeration of the 
upon a series of observations for the purpose of || and | was surprised that any northern gentleman, | inhabitants of the United States. That is now 
gscertaining any of those facts ; and if such facts || or any one else, should ever have given it any such || with me the grand aim, the prominent idea, and 
were ascertained, they would be useful—useful, as | direction. || the great duty which | have to perform, although 


extending the sphere of useful knowledge. That | 
was what L meant, when I made use of the word | 
«yseful,”? though I might have used, perhaps, || 
more precise and appropriate language. 

Mr. BADGER. My friend has made himself | 
extremely intelligible now; his curious and useful || 
being precisely the same thing. ‘The discovery of | 
every new fact, whether curious or not, is an en- | 
lagement of human knowledge; but in his state- | 
ment he said that the fact here would be curious, | 
and besides that, useful also. Now what is his || 
explanation? Why, it enlarges the bounds of 
human knowledge. So does every discovery; but, 
if cannot be applied to any practical purpose || 
under the sun, it is curious, merely—serving to | 
gratify the speculation of those who are engaged 
in scientific pursuits. This particular knowledge, || 
if gained, would be like the discovery of a new 
star as he says—which could not be made avail- 
able for any practical purpose—curious certainly; | 
but when the Senator said, in addition to that, that | 
the inquiry here would be useful, | supposed he || 
meant something more. I take it there is some- || 
thing of use implied in the term useful; but*now || 
it tarns out that by ‘‘curious’’ and ‘‘useful’’ he | 
meant the same thing. Now, Ido not deny that | 
upon &@ proper occasion we may send an explor- | 
ing expedition—for the purpose of ascertaining | 
curious facts—around the world; but upon the | 
present Occasion we are endeavoring to ascertain || 
statistical information for the benefit of the coun- | 
try, and as acountry; to aid our legislatiqp, to | 
enable us to understand the condition and state of | 
our country, with a view to governmental action; 
andit turns out that the fact to be discovered has no 1 
relevancy, no practical purpose to which it can be 1 
applied—nothing which either directly or indi- || 
rectly can affect our action in any legislation or | 
governmental capacity. It is, therefore, so far as | 
we are concerned, at least, a mere curious and not 
auseful fact or question. 

Mr. BUTLER. In relation to the remarks 
which have been made, perhaps it is just 1 should 
say that this part of the tables I am inclined to 
think originated with southern gentlemen, and | 
lhave never imputed to northern gentlemen any 
design to obtain the information with a view to 
make war on southern institutions. No one has | 
ever supposed any such thing, and I was surprised 
that any one should give it any other suggestion. | 

| 


Inew say this much. I know, sir, that there is a 
discussion going on at this time in the southern 
portion of the United States—perhaps in the 
northern portion too—on this very subject. A | 
very philosophical discussion is being carried on 

bya very distinguished physician at Mobile, and | 
others, involving the very information, or con- 
nected with the information that may be obtained 
inthis, way. [am utterly opposed, however, to 
using our proceedings here, as a vehicle for infor- 
mation of a philosophical kind for other persons. 
The opinion does obtain, I must say candidly, in | 
the southern part of the United States, that the | 
mulatto or mixed man is shorter lived than the | 
black; but the decided impression is, that he has | 
More intelligence—that he rises in the scale of intel- | 
ligence. That is the decided opinion entertained | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Irise to say to the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, that if he will give us 
this article which he has invented, I will send the 
machine round with the census takers to apply it 
to the minds as well as to the bodies of the popu- 
lation. yo) 

Mr. DICKINSON. As gentlemen are propo- 
sing to take the admeasurement of mind in those 
of different color, 1 would simply suggest that it 
be taken by the square root. [Laughter.] 

Mr. YULEE. It is very clear, sir that this 


| information will not be useful for any purpose of 


legislation; but I think that if it should be the de- 
termination of the Senate to enter on the investiga- 
tion, the bill must be recommitted to the commit- 
tee; for, as now proposed, it will be utterly without 
effect in obtaining the desired information. The 
Senate will perceive, by reference to the tables, that 
it is to be applicable only to the slave population 
of the country; whereas, without proceeding fur- 
ther, it is very well known to every gentleman 
that the population of the mixed colors is mostly 
belonging to the free classes. Then, sir, it pro- 


poses to inquire simply in respect to the slaves; if | 


a female, the number of children; but it does not 
distinguish whether the female is black or of a 
mixed color. You can obtain no result whatever 
in the direction intended, from anything which 


can come within the return made in obedience to | 


these tables. The tables which the committee 


have reported are utterly wide of the object by | 


which the Senator from Kentucky says they were 
governed, and a recommittal would be necessary. 
T shall therefore vote to strike out the part pro- 
posed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The remark of the gen- 
tleman from Florida may have some truth in it, 


and a change may be necessary in the table as it | 


now stands; but as the table was reported by the 


| committee, it gave you the name of the female, her 


color, the number of her children, her age, and 
everything about her; but you have mutilated it 
so by your amendments that a change may now 


| be necessary. 


Mr. YULEE. The name would not have given 


| us the color, whether she was black, ash-color, or 


mulatto. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman is quite 
mistaken, there was a column for color. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to say but qne word 
before the question is taken. I see, sir,an every 


| I might be willing, on ordinary occasions, when 
\| it could be done without injury to the public in- 


|| terests, to engage in these philosophical explora- 
|| tions, and to appoint a score of philosophical 
|; men to explore every region of natual science, 
|; although it is a questionable power, or rather 
|; not questionable, for 1 believe we have no such 
| power. Bat, admitting that we have such power, 
| and that we might by construction entertain such 
| & proposition, and exercise such a power, this is 
|| no time to do it, and we cannot do it now without 
|| Serious injury to a great public duty. Therefore 
|| | hope that all these things will be stricken out of 
|| the bill, and that it will be reduced to a practicable 
|| form, and one strictly in conformity with the Con- 
| stitution, and that we shall be left to the duty of 
| performing our constitutional requirements. 

The motion to strike out was then put and car- 
|| ried. 

|| Mr. BORLAND. I now move to strike out 
column number ten, headed * deaf, dumb, blind, 
insane, or idiotic.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
customary hitherto to gather these facts. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will only remark that the 
objections | have urged to the others 1 think 
| apply with equal forcetothis A difficulty would 
arise at once in obtaining the information relative 
to the insane or idiotic. I think that every objec- 
tion urged to the others applies to this. 
| ‘The question to strike out was then putand lost. 
| Mr. BORLAND moved to strike out column 

eleven, headed * the degree of removal from pure 
| blood.” 
| The motion was carried, on division. 
Mr. YULEE. As the table now stands I be- 
|| lieve there remains nothing but a column for the 
name of the siaveholder, one for the number of 
|| slaves, and a column for the specification of age, 
|| sex, andcolor.” Now it would be perfectly impos- 
| sible to obtain the specific age of each individual 
| slave, because if you go on a plantation of one hun- 
| dred negroes you are told by the proprietor that 
| there are one hundred, but he cannot undertake to 
|| give the particular age of each of the hundred. I 
|| propose to substitute for the whole of that a form 
| which I think the committee themselves will adopt 
| after the amendments which have been made in the 
| table. The first column will contain the name of 
|| the owner of the slaves; the next the number of 

slaves; the next the number of males under fifteen; 


It has been 


stage in the progress of this discussion, confirma- || the next the number over fifteen; then the number 
tion of the view which I have held from the first, | of males over fifty, and so on with the females. 
that it should be reduced to the limits of the enu- || That would be the only way to make these general 
meration. You see at every step the field enlarge. || returns, but it would be perfectly impossible to 
We had natural science before, we had statistics || give the specific age of each slave. I propose this 
of every kind, and now the subject of controversial || as an amendment. If genthemen please, they may 
theology is added to it. You had before astrono- H add another column of the number of slaves over 
my and other branches of natural science involved | the age of eighty. I think it will be found thatthe 
in the discussion; but now you see controversial | proportion of aged slaves is very great. 

theology introduced into it, and the whole question | Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If my mem- 
is becoming so complicated, expansive, and in- | ory serves me, and | call the attention of the Sen- 
volved, that I despair of seeing any practicable || ate to the fact, there was in former statistics of 
result until everything is stricken out but the enu- || this description usually a discrimination rising 
meration. I must be excused if I trouble the || from one to five yeags of age, five to ten, ten to 
Senate too much upon this subject, for I feel on || fifteen, fifteen to twé@hty, and so on. That has 
account of my own State a very deep interest in || been done in former censuses, and | never heard 


there. These are mere speculative views; but as | it, that this enumeration should be taken as the 
the Senator from Kentucky wishes to have every- || Constitution requires it to be taken. We have at 
thing given with so mu ‘exactness, the census || this time but one Representative in the other wing 
taker will have to carry about with him an instru- | of the Capitol, and yet with our present popula- 


that there was any particular difficulty in doing it. 
It has been thought desirable to make the census 
thus particular in order that we might see the - 
j| progress of the population, and it has been hith- 
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erto deemed important information, and obtained 
without difficulty. ’ . 
Now, sir, the proposition as this table stands is 
to bring it to the same result, but by a little 
shorter process. It is to take the name of the 
owner and the age and number of the slaves, and 
when that is done you have got all the data neces- 
sary when you cOme to b apse the condensed 
table or compendium, and it would be easy to 
arrange them in any classification that may be de- 
sirable. It is a much more simple mode. Per- 
haps there may be a difficulty in obtaining the 
precise age of all the slaves, but it can be ascer- 
tained certainly with sufficient accuracy, and | 
hope the table will be permitted to stand as it is. 
Mr. YULEE. The object of the amendment 
is this. The Senate determined to strike out the 
column which contained the names of the slaves, 
but the column requiring the specification of the 
age of the slaves had reference to a column in 
which the names of the slaves would be recorded. 
The practical difficulty of the table as it now 
stands is, that you would be obliged to go over 
perticulars in respect to each individual slave on 
the plantation when there is no necessity for it. 
The table which I propose to substitute answers 
every practical purpose. It gives you the number 
of slaves between the age of fifteen, at which they 
usually commence to work, and the age of fifty 
when they usually do full work, and the number 
of slaves beyond fifty, when they begin to cease 
to be of much use on the plantations That is all 
which is practically useful to be known in the sta- 
tistics of this description of the population of the 
country. It seems to me that the amendment 


gives us a compact table, giving us all the in- | 
formation we require, and which can be obtained | 


with less labor than that proposed by the commit- 
tee, and be more convenient and useful. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. One word in 
reply: cannot conceive of a more simple mode 
to obtain the end we have in view, than the table 
as it now stands. It is simply, as amended, to 
take the number of the slaves, and their age, sex, 
and color? Now does not every gentleman per- 
ceive that he has here all the information to enable 
him to make any classification he sees fit, in the 
sim; lest form in which it can be obtained? One 
word more in regard to the publication of the re- 
turns. It és the classification only which is to be 
published. The facts being all obtained, you can 
make a compact classification of these facts, and 
that is what is intended to be published. The ta- 
ble has the simplest form possible, and I hope it 
will stand, 


Mr. DAYTON. I merely rise to say, that you 


destroy the entire value of these tables, as a matter | 


of reference and comparison, by these changes in 
the mode in which you make the returns. By 


changing the mode of making the return every ten | 


years, you destroy the whole value of the statis- 
tics for reference and comparison. Now here is 
the classification ten years ago: slaves under ten 
years of age, slaves over ten and under twenty- 


four, slaves over twenty-four and under thirty-six, | 


sluves over thirty-six and under fifty-five, slaves 
over fifty-five and under one hundred, slaves over 
one hundred. Now, if you adopt the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Florida, you change 
the mode of classification, and no comparisons can 
be made, none at all; but as it now stands the table 
enalles you to make the comparison, for you can 
make the classification as well from the return in 
this form as in that of the last census. 

The amendment submitted by Mr. Yutee was 
then rejected. . 

‘The question then recurred on the motion to in- 
sert ‘able two, as amended, which was adopted. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
strike out the whole of the bill after the enacting 
clause, and insert as an amendment the bill sub- 
mitted by Mr. Dawson. 

Mr. BELL proposed to amend table number four 
of the original bill, by adding a column for * the 
value of machinery on plantations.”” He said, I 
will only repeat what I said before, that it seems 
to me there ts a large amount of capital vested in 
machinery and applied to agricultural purposes, 
such as for the cleaning of Cann and the manu- 
facture of sugar, not embraced in any other table. 
1 beheve the chairman of the committee will not 
object to the amendment. 


Mr. DAVIS. No, | am quite willing to accept 
it. 
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Mr. BELL. Perhaps upon each sugar planta- 
tion there are ten, fifteen, or twenty thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of machinery. 

Mr. BORLAND, (in his seat.) On some plan- 
tations there is as much as fifty thousand dollars’ 
worth. 

Mr. BELL. On the cotton plantations also the 
machinery is very valuable. My object is to show 
the resources of the country and the wealth em- 
ployed in planting. There is a table exhibiting 
the amount invested in manufactures, and it is but 
right and proper that the amount of capital vested 
in machinery of this description on plantations 
should be reported, as it is also a portion of the 
wealth and resources of the country. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will make one sugges- 
tion to the gentleman who offered the amendment. 
This matter was considered pretty extensively by 
the committee, and there was a column embracing 
the subjects which he has now in view in the ori- 
ginal tables presented, and which was left out, and 
which was headed ‘the value of farming imple- 
ments and machinery.’’ The reason for leaving 
it out was, that we thought that if we went into 
the investigation of every plough, and hoe, and 
cart, and every agricultural implement upon the 
plantations, that it would take more time to get the 
information, perhaps, than to enumerate the in- 
habitants; and | now wish to suggest to my friend 
from Tennessee, whether he will not modify his 
amendment by adding ** when it exceeds five hun- 
dred or one thousand dollars.”’ 

Mr. BELL. The. amendment is limited to ma- 
chinery. *° 

Mr. DAVIS. 
the plantations. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That will do; lam sat- 
isfied. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. The heading as it stands I think 
is not well devised for obtaining the information 
sought for. 1 therefore propose, before the word 
animals, to insert the words ‘value of,”’ and strike 
out ‘fatted and sold for,” leaving the word 
**slaughtered,”’ so that it will read ‘value of ani- 
mals slaughtered during the year.”’ 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to move an amendment, 
to insert two columns, one showing in what crop 
there has been a partial or total failure, and the 
other showing the average product of the crops. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will turn to page 
six, he will find a column with these questions: 
First, ‘‘Has this season produced average crops?” 
Second, ‘“*What crops are short?” And third, 
“To what extent?’? These questions, | think, 
will cover all the information desired. 

Mr. CHASE. Well, then, instead of pressing 
that motion, I will withdraw it, and move to insert 
this inquiry, ‘*What is the average crop???) My 
reason for wishing to insert this question in the 
schedule is, that wheat is quite an important item 
to the people of the western country, and it will 
be desirable to that portion of the country to have 
information upon this subject. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator, if he will examine 
the schedule, will perceive that the first question 
is, **Has this season produced an average crop?”’ 
I do not think you can make it any better. 

Mr. CHASE. I do not know that I can; but I 
think it,will be a little more satisfactory to the 
farmers of the West, if the Senator will agree te 
the suggestion. I understand these schedules 
were made up by the Senator from Illinois, for 
the purpose of bringing forward this general idea. 
The questions in the schedule reported by the 
committee are these: ** Has this season produced 
average crops? Whatcrops are short? And to 
whatextent?’? It will cover it if you add, after 
**to what extent,” * the average crop.”” We now 
get the amount of one year by the schedule given 
here, and only one year; whereas, by ‘ the aver- 
age crop’? we get what is very desirable to have 
known; and | know that the conductors of agri- 
cultural papers, and farmers in the western. coun- 
try generally, feel a great degree of interest in 
these questions. If my friend will agree to this 
amendment, I know that it will satisfy them. My 
amendment is, to add after the words ** to what 
extent,” the words “and what is the average 
crop per — 

Mr. RUSK. I shall vote against this amend- 


It is limited to the machinery on 











































ment; yet, if there was a reliable plan b 


this information could be obtained, I thot Which 


for it, and for ample means to obtain noe 
place of benefiting this bill, I think euch amen 


ment will be a great injury to it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will put the Senator in 
session of the plan of the committee, -This * oe 
table, called the social table, has no reference 1 
and is not connected with, any individual or sae 
individual’s farm, but it is designed that the a. 
tion should be answered for a county ora cen, 
or a section of country; as, for example, you eo 
into a township, and there you have persons ¢ 
take these statistics, who will ascertain from i 
best sources of information they can, what is hs 
average crop of wheat or any other crop, whether 
it falls short, and if so, to what extent, This 
question is to be put as to a town, if you please. 
or a county if you please; and that is the mode by 
which this average is tg be ascertained, which y 
supposed to be much more correct than any in- 
quiry made as to a particular farm. All usefyl 
statistics are to be got more or less in that way— 
those which relate to wages, to paupers, or to 
crime. This information is to be collected jn a 
mass—that is, for counties and towns. 

Mr. RUSK. J understand that. I think stijj 
the same objection applies to it; but, as I said, | 
would vote for it if we could get information with 
accuracy, so that it would be reliable. But wil} 
this plan be so? The marshal and his assistants 
can inquire of just whom they choose, and an 
answer may be given, under a feeling of ambition 
to make a larger amount, or, on the other hand, it 
may be given withoutany regard to truth. | think 
the information cannot be reliable. There is no 
time given to the marshal to do this; and I think 
= will find that a mass of matter will be col- 
ected, even if he has it, that will be useless, 
There are other means of obtaining this informa. 
tion which I think are better; the agricultural so- 
cieties are much more reliable, and the Commis- 
sioner of Patents is collecting information of this 
sort, and I certainly would prefer relying on that. 
If this plan is adopted, you will stop the other 
sources, which are more reliable, in my opinion, 
than this, which appears to me to be a complicated 
system, and one which will add a great expense to 
obtain it, and after all it will be a sort of informa- 
tion not reliable. If it were reliabe, how is it to 
be used? The publishers of newspapers cannot 
go to the expense of publishing a mass of matter 
that would fill:many volumes, and circulating it 
among the people. If information is to be had on 
this gpbject that is reliable, it will have to be ob- 
tained through the agricultural societies, or you 
will have to go to an enormous expense in pub- 
lishing matter which will never be reed. If there 
was some plan of obtaining information with ac- 
curacy, it would be important to have it, for itis 
desirable in itself and would be creditable to the 
country; but | think it is totally impracticable. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 wish to say that the assistant 
marshals are to have districts not exceeding twenty 
thousand persons; they are compelled, by the very 
terms of the act, to go to every farm in that dis- 
trict, and if they visit every farm and inquire what 
is the crop of wheat usually raised on the estate, 
they will certainly have the means of making out 
what is the average crop, and this too without 
essentially impeding their operations; provided 
those who give the information can be relied upon, 
their information will be correct. Now, if you 
get this information from the newspapers, you 
must first take it from those who raise the prod- 
ucts, and it seems to me the plan is as reliable a3 
any that can be devised. , 

Mr. SHIELDS. The only object I have in 
urging this is, that the information may be given 
which will be correct as to one section of the 
country. Last year, unfortunately, we had 4 
short crop, and the inquiries made in the amended 
form will better suit our people. Our editors are 
writing to us to secure this amendment, and we 
think it important to have it passed. 

The question being taken on the amendment, !t 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE. I wish to suggest an amend- 
ment to the first section of the bill. This section 
provides that the returns shall be made by the 
marshal to the Secretary of the Interior by the Ist 
of October. A subsequent section provides that 
the assistants shall make their returns to the mat- 
shals befure the Ist of October. But between the 
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' me of the returns to the marshal by the assist- i the Senator will fully accomplish his object by || and insert at the end of the third section the fol- 
; is, and the time when returns are to be made to | adding the word ‘‘and.”’ It is very easy to repre- || lowing words: 

. a “ecretary of the Interior, a comparison and ! sent the matter.by a “ W’’ for wine, and a **C” “ Provided, that the marshal may take the census of one 

Me ngement must be made by the marshals. | for cider. of said subdivisions when he can do so without prejudice 

: eet the returns of the assistants are delayed, || Mr. HALE. But that column is under the ||  ‘e duties enjoined upon him by this act.” 

\. we they may be, till near the Ist of October, it || head ‘produce sold.” The question was then taken on the amend- 





| will be impossible for the marshals to have their || 


iyrns made out at that time. I move, therefore, ! 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, if you want the 
words ** produce raised” and not ‘* sold,” all you 






ment, and it was agreed to. 


l Mr. DICKINSON. I move to insert after the 

’ strike out the words ** Ist of October,” and to || have to do is to put the word, “and” between || word “ therein,” in the fourth line of the fourth 

iggert the words * Ist of November.” _ them, and you will have it. section, the words “ subject to the approval of the 
Mr. DAVIS. T think that will be necessary. The question was then taken on the amendment || circuit or district judge of said district.” 


The question was taken and the motion agreed | 
| 


Mr. CHASE. There is another amendment to 
yhich | should like to obtain the assent of the | 
genate and the chairman of the committee; it is to || 
sertain the amount of a product which is becom- | 
ing quite important in the State of Ohio, and other | 
giates of the West, and which is entirely omitted | 
in these tables; I refer to the product of wine, | 
though perhaps Iam not so much interested in 
that product as some other Senators. _ 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 think the Senator will find that || 


| 


is in the bill. | I 


Mr. CHASE. I see that in schedule four, in the || 
fortieth column, cider wine is put in; | would} 
amend so as to make it cider and wine. [ do not || 
know what cider wine is, unless it is cider cham- || 


nagne. 

Or. HALE. Mr. President, 1 wish to ask a || 
question. If the amendment proposed stands in 
one column with the conjunction ‘* and” we will |; 
then have the items of wine and cider put both || 
tovether, and we will have information which will || 
be of no use in regard to either of these articles. 
How can this amendment be of any value unless 
we have two distinct columns? 

Mr. CHASE. When I saw the column headed 
«cider wine’? I supposed it must mean *‘ cham- |! 
pagne.”” Now, if cider manufactured into cham- 
jagne is worthy of being made a subject of inquiry 
—| do not know that the Senator from New Jer- | 
sey feels any particular interest in this particular | 
item, [laughter,]—then I think that wine made | 
from the grape should have a fair consideration. | 
| will move therefore to strike out the wort! * cider || 


| 


wine,” in schedule four, column forty, and insert | 
afer column thirty-five the word ** wine.’’ 
Mr. DAYTON. ‘The Senator from Ohio says || 
that the wine made in that State is made from || 
grapes. That is some information; for I did not | 
know whether it was so or not. 
Mr. DAVIS. The committee would have been || 
glad to have given this article a separate column; | 
but they found themselves under the necessity of | 
crowding into this social table some five or six || 
added columns; and the difficulty now is, that | 
there are more columns than can conveniently be || 
arranged upon one sheet of paper and leave room | 
enough to put figures in. They cannot be multi- || 
plied nor added without producing inevitable con- | 
fusion. There seemed to be so much iniportant 
matter in relation to various manufactures and 
machinery that we were under the necessity of || 
= many articles of minor importance to- | 
gether. - 
Mr. CHASE. The motion I made was to || 
strike out the column headed ‘cider wine,’’ and 
add a column for wine. 
Mr. DAVIS. Move to strike out cider, if you | 
want to get rid of that. 
Mr. CHASE. I believe I understand my own | 
| 














mot.on. This whole column relates to what is 
sold during the last year. I propose to put the | 
amount of this article which is produced during a | 
year in a separate column. If it remains in the | 
co where it is, we do not get the amount pro- | 
uced,. , | 
Mr. DAVIS. The wine is mainly sold, I sup- 
pose. | 
Mr. CHASE. It is sold after some years, but | 
we do not get the amount of produce by the | 
amount of sales at all; we may get the sale of the || 
article produced years ago. e have in the | 
county in which I reside five hundred acres in the | 
grape culture, and the quantity is increasing, and | 
the culture becoming more important; and if any | 
product is entitled to be taken it is this. Placing || 
itwhere it is, we only get the quantity sold, an ! 
hot the quantity produced, which isa very different | 
thing. Lhope,as it does nothing but merely take 
this out of one column and put it into another, the | 
Senate will agree to the arnendment. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would suggest that 


| we can ascertain the number and weight of whet- 


| it comes in, provided it is there. 
| State of Indiana is interested in this article; | have 


/ come from the quarry. 
| serious; and strange as it may strike the minds of 


offered by Mr. Crass, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND. Lrise to offer an amendment to 
schedule four. I am opposed, indeed, to all amend- 
ments, and am in favor of striking out the whole 
bill, except the enumeration; but as we are to go 
into an extensive system of statistics, | propose to 
add a column for the purpose of ascertaining a 
matter of great interest to the State I in part repre- 
sent; and | hope the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky will not think the paper is already too 
crowded to admit it. This is a very important 
product in my State, particularly in my county. 

agree with the honorable Senator from Ohio in 
reference to the growth of grapes. I have a great 
interest in that. I hope the Senators from Kentucky 
and Massachusetts will extend their kindness to 
the State of Arkansas and insert a column so that 


stones produced in that State. [Great laughter. ] 


| | would add another column for this purpose, to 


be numbered forty-eight. 
. Mr. CHASE. I would suggest whether that 
column should not come in immediately after the 


| column for axes. 


Mr. BORLAND. It makes no difference where 


1 believe the 


understood that a !arze number were produced 
there. I offer the amendment to add a column, to 


| be headed, *‘ number and weight of whetstones,”’ 
/and as some gentlemen seem to think it is not a 


serious matter 
Mr. DAVIS. {f would suggest, if he is serious 
that the article should be noticed, that it comes 





| under the head of manufactured products; perhaps 
| not the weight, but everything relating to the value 


does. 

Mr. BORLAND. Perhaps the larger portion 
of those sent out of my State are not manufac- 
tured; they are sent out in a raw state, as they 
I beg leave to say I am 


Senators, it is in my State a very important prod- 
uct, and will be more so every year. In the 
county in which I reside, | take occasion to say, 
it is the principal product, and is the principal arti- 
cle of export from thatcounty. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator will perceive, by a 
glance at schedule five, that there are a number of 
questions in relation to products of industry; and 
as this comes strictly under that head, I am sure 
he must see that ample provision is made for as- 
certaining all about ** whetstones.’’ [Laughter.] 

Mr. BORLAND. I am too much opposed to 
the whole bill to insist very earnestly on this 
amendment, but I do hope that this article will be 
provided for, if others of certainly much less im- 
portance are to be provided for. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. KING. I believe that the proposition 
made by the Senator from Georgia is under con- 
sideration, which is to strike out and insert. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is under consid- 


| eration if all the amendments are made. 


Mr. KING. I suppose the original proposition 


| of the Senator from Massachusetts and the 


amendment of the Senator from Georgia are both 
subject toamerdment. I observe that a provision 
is made for the marshal executing the duties him- 
self, in place of the assistant. The bill itself does 
not make provision for that. I propose that the 
marshal shall take charge of the subdivisions when 


| he can do so without any interference with the 


provisions of this act. I wish simply to make it 
confofm to the other provisions of this bill. 

Mr. HALE, What section is it? 

Mr. KING. It is the-end of the third section 
of the bill as offered as an amendment by theSen- 
atgr from Georgia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to 
amend the proposed substitute for the original bill, 





















The 


object of the amendment is to establish a check on 
the power of appointment of the marshals—to 
require the on ar deputies to be submitted to 
the approval of the judge of the district. The 
power of appointment proposed in the bill, in my 
opinion, is too extended to be given to any indi- 
vidual without some check upon its exercise. At 
all.events, this amendment, if it does not result, as 
I believe it will, in much good, can do no harm. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to inquire of the 
Senator from New York as to the operation of his 
amendment. As I understand it, the power of 
approval is given to the circuit or district judge, 
Now, the marshal is a federal officer within my 
State, as is the district judge of the United States, 
We have circuit judges of our own Government, 
and the question is, whether this power over a 
federal officer is to be devolved on the State courts? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly not. Ido not® 
wish to devolve on a State officer duties which he 
has no right to discharge. 

Mr. DOWNS. I think it is better that this 
amendment should not be adopted, inasmuch as it 
will tend to delay the operation of the bill. Some 
of the districts are very large—as, for instance, the 
western district of Louisiana, some five hundred 
miles in extent—and it would occupy much time 
for the marshal to bring all his appointments be- 
fore the United States judge for confirmation. 
And, when he got there, he would probably find, 
if it was in the summer time, that the judge had 
gone to New York. Besides, it is not usual to 
require these appointments to be approved by 
the judges, they being usually made by the mar- 
shal on his own responsibility. He goes over 
the State, and has a better opportunity to judge of 
the fitness of his deputies. The amendment can 
produce no good, and will lead to delays that may 
defeat the taking of the census altogether. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It will subject the marshal 
to some trouble, no doubt, but to none that is 
very material. But, as to bringing his deputies 
miles to go before the judge, he would not be 
obliged to go a rod. Ali he would have to do 
would be to select his names, and submit them to 
the circuit judge, and let him actupon them. As 
to appointing his deputies on his own responsi- 
bility, so does the President make appointments 
on his own responsibility, but he submits them to 
the Senate for approval. The amendment will not 
result in any serious delay, and I think operate as 
a salutary check on the exercise of this power of 
appointment. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. One of the great evils in this coun- 
try, deplored by many gentlemen, is the mixin 
up of the judges of our higher courts into politica 
controversies and quarrels. It was thought to be 
a great evil that a judge on the bench of the Su- 
preme Court should ever be a candidate for the 
Presidency; and yet it is now proposed to drag 
the district and circuit judges from their high 
duties into this little petty business of the ap- 
pointment of deputy marshals all over the Umited 
States. It seems to me to be bringing them into 
a vortex from which they ought to be removed as 
faras possible. Besides, if you adopt this amerd- 
ment, it will not control the marshal. He can 
nominate, and the jadge may reject, and then he 
can nominate again. Any delay of this kind will 
defeat the operation of the bill, and | hope, there- 
fore, it will be left as it is. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I will merely 
say that this bill, in thig matter of appointment, 
follows the usage of the Government ever since 
the first census was taken. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The district judge has now 
power to remove a deputy marshal, and [ but pro- 
pose that he shall do in this speeial case what he 
has now power to do under the general law. 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘The effect of this amendment 
will be to embarrass greatly the officer upon whom* 
we throw the responsibility of taking the census. 
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The marshal is made responsible for the faithful | Several Senators. Oh no, let us go through 
ani accurate discharge of his duty in connection || with the bill. 

with this branch of the public service, The time The motion to adjourn was rejected. 

for the discharge of these duties is limited by this | The question was then taken on Mr. Dickinson’s 
bill, and rigid nalties are imposed on the various | amendment, and it was adopted. 

marshals in the event of their non-performance. | Mr. WHITCOMB. I move to amend the 
I can imagine that these marshals would be greatly | substitute by adding, as an additional section, the 
embarrassed by giving the judge or any other per- || following: 

son wupervisory power over the appointment of | Be it further enacted, ‘That the preparatory printing ren- 
their deputies. ing made responsible for the | dered necessary by this act, so far as the same is not already 
discharge of their duties, it is but just that he | 
should have the full power to select his deputies. 

The circuit judge in the case referred to by the 
Senator from New York [Mr. Dickinson] merely 
confirms the appointment of those who have power 
to serve process and exercise the duties of assistant 
marshals in the circuit courts, but may have no 
power over those assistant marshals appointed to 
take the census. I hope under the circumstances | then 
the Senator from New York will withdraw his || . 
amendment. 











under contract with the census board, on fifteen days’ no- 
| tice, by the lowest bider. 





| of, in the consideration of this bill. The whole 


It involves, also, the question of how much 


-s . . | think it is a question which will require discussion. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I know the judges have || 7 go not think we have tithe to consider it now, 


no such power now, but I propose to give it to them. || : 
I prefer that the question shall be taken on the / “ino heaenl 
proposition. ‘| ; io 
Mr. DOWNS. The Senator from New York || 
has by no means satisfied me, and I hope he has | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
not satisfied the Senate, that his amendment is | Wepnespay, -4pril 10, 1850. 
advisible. If the Senator had had the experience || ‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
f some of us, of the delays incident to such a | y PP : 
thing as he proposes, in the new States of sparse || THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 
population, he would not insist upon his amend- | The SPEAKER said he had received a com- 
ment. The law now requires the United States | munication from Mr. McLananan, a member of 


| 
| 


District Attorney or Judge of the Circuit Court to || the select committee appointed to investigate the | 


approve of all bonds given to the United States, | Galphin claim, stating the fact of his necessary 


and I have repeated inatances where months of || absence from this city, and asking to be excused | 
delay have occurred from not haying these officers | from service on the said committee. The Speak- 


athand. Therefore, | think the adoption of this || @ was understood to say (though turning to the 


amendment would result in the most serious de- || other side of the House, he was doubtfully heard) | 


lay in the carrying out of the bill. I: is avery | that the Chair had no power to supply the vacan- 
strange idea to vest this power of appointment in || cy, unless by direction of the House. 

two individuals, separate and distinct, who cannot || Mr. BURT moved that Mr. McLananan be 
confer together. The marshal can know in his || excused from sérvice on the said committee, and 
journeys across the State, who are the fit persons | that the Speaker proceed to appoint another mem- 
for his deputies, but how is the judge to obtain | ber in his place. 

any such information? | The motion was agreed to; and the Chair ap- 

Mr. BALDWIN. Asingle suggestion. Inmy | pointed Mr. Mann, of Pennsylvania, to fill the 
judgment it is not competent for Congress to impose || vacancy. 
on the judges of the United States any duties but| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the unani- 
such as are recognized to be within the province || mous consent of the House to report back from 
of judicial conduct; and if we undertake to impose || the Committee on Indian Affairs, the joint resolu- 
this uty upon them, the probability is that most, || tion from the Senate, to authorize the payment of 
if not all, of the judges will decline to discharge it. | $12,000 to the Winnebago Indians; with the view 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that the Senate adjourn. || of having it referred to the Committee of the 

Cries of * Question,” * question.” || Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. FOOTE. I will withdraw the motion if | Objection was made by Mr. DUER. 
there is any prospect of the question being taken. || Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired of the 

The question was taken on Mr. Dicktnson’s || Speaker, what was the regular order of business? 
amendment, and it was rejected. |, The SPEAKER, 

Mr. ATCHISON. 
adjourn. || the Houge is on a report heretofore made from the 

The motion to adjourn was rejected. Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. BORLAND. I move to amend the third || Mr. McLANE said that there were a number 
schedule by striking out the eighth column, the || Of important reports to be made. He felt it to be 
heading of which ia, ‘* Diseasés or causes of death.” || his duty, therefore, to insist on the regular order 
Now, sir, I hold that it is impossible to obtain that || of business. : 
information. || Mr. GOODENOW desired the unanimous con- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hegs y sent of the House to makea motion. Objected to. 
leave to state that this whole schedule has been | PENSIONS. 


a by the committee, and another substi- 1 ae House then proceeded to the regular order 
. | of business. 
oe eee : ae Se ae of that. | ~The SPEAKER stated the unfinished business 
E oe 4. i move that the Senate go into |) to be the joint resolution heretofore reported from 
Me HALE. i ns ae 1 the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, enti- 
“ae ae while Sion oa ee nar nega ke | ted **A joint resolution explanatory of certain acts 
question 1s pending to make || therein mentioned;’’ which was read.as follows: 


such a motion? 
ion . . | Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not in order || United States of America in Conte assembled, Thae the 


while a question is pending on the bill. The ques- || provisions of the second section of the act entitled “ An act 
tion then recurs on the motion to strike out all after Heme mam the = a tea tw: ens aoe oy, to 
. : . . widows or orphans, where their husbands and fathers 
= oe ae of the bill and to substitute in ‘| Shave died of wounds received in the military service of 
teu thereof u e proposed amendment. || (the United States,’ * approved July twenty-one, eighteen 
Mr. DICKINSON. I would inauire whether, | en eee tea bee the act of February 
‘ <i : wenty-two, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, shall be con- 
in es of the iano ne substitute would be | strued to embrace the widows and orphans of all persons 
amendaodie after its adoption : | designated therein, who died while in actual service in the 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It would not. | late war with Mexico, or in going to and returning from the 
Mr. DICKINSON. I now move to etrike out || same; and also to the widows and orphans of all such per- 
the words ‘ Secretary of the Interior ’? wherever 

they occur in the bill, and insert in lieu thereof the || tioned act, or who may hereafter die, of wounds received, 
| or from disease contracted, while in said service : Provided, 

prodage an extended and very animated debate, I | that fact. . 

eg leave to move now that the Senate adjourn. _|| 


i sons as, having been honorably discharged, or having re- 
|| signed, shall have died after the passage of said last-men- 
words “Census Board.”’ 
Mr. FOOTE. A d : : ‘ ‘ |} That the army rolls showing the death of any of said per- 
rf ‘ s this motion will evidently || sons in the army, sbaii be sufficient evidence to’ establis 





done, shall, in order to give dispatch to business, be done | 


|| Mr. BORLAND. This is a subject which I | 
|| think ought not to be passed without consideration. | 
| It involves more, perhaps, than Senators are aware | 


| question of. the public printing will be under con- | 
| sideration to-morrow, and it can be considered | 


| printing has been done, and what kind; and I do 


It is the call of the commit- | 
l now move that the Senate || tees for reports; and the question pending before | 
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the demand heretofore made f : 
eee OF the previous 
he question was taken, and th : 
vote Sie declared to be 65. © affirmative 
ae pon e a counted, 
he said that there was 
Mr. CASEY inquired of the Speaker whet 
11 SPEAKER said : 
he said the negative vote 
been counted. But if the eames ‘called a ot 
count, the Chair would count. Did the gentleman 
insist on a count? 2 
Mr. CASEY said he did. 
The negative vote was then counted 
declared to be twelve. y and was 
No quorum voting. 
Tellers were asked and appointed, (Messrs 
Cavin, of Pennsylvania, and Jounson, of Ar. 


Mr. toHNSON, of Arkansas, requested the 
Speaker to state what the question was, He 
(Mr. J.) could find no member in that part of the 
House who knew anything about it. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

_ Mr. BOYD called for the reading of the resoly. 


tion. ~ 
The SPEAKER said that if gentlemen would 
allow order to be restored in the Flall, and would 
pay attention to the resolution when it was read 
it would not be necessary to repeat the call for its 
reading. 

Mr. WALDO said if he could have the unani- 
mous consent of the House, he would briefly 
explain the objects of the resolution. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr. W. said that the resolution had reference to 
two classes of cases, concerning which there was 
now some difference of opinion. The first embraced 
the widows and orphans of the officers and soldiers 
that died in actual service in the late war with 
Mexico, or in going to and returning from the 
same; and the second embraced the widows and 
orphans of those officers who, having been honor. 
ably discharged, or having resigned, had died 
since the passage of the acts mentioned, or who 
might hereafter die, of wounds received or from 
disease contracted while in said service. Persons 
in the first class, applying for the five years’ half 
pay of a husband or father, were required to prove 
not only the death of the person on account of 
whom the claim was made, but they were also 
required to prove that such death was actually 
occasioned by reason of wounds received or disease 
contracted while in the line of his duty. It had been 
supposed, that the act of February 22d, 1849, was 
intended to relax this rule, and to require no other 
proof than the death of such person while in ser- 
vice. The language of that act continued Mr. 
W. is somewhat ambiguous, and it has been so 
construed a® to leave this rule in force. A strict 
observance of this rule often operates as a devial 
of a just claim, for it not only requires the appli- 
cant to prove a fact that happened in a foreign 
country, but it requires proof of a fact next to an 
impossibility, to wit, the cause of the person's 
death. To relieve the helpless, and many tines 
indigent, from this burden, and to carry out the 
true meaning of the act of February 224, 1849, 
this resolution provides that the provisions of our 
present laws shall embrace the widows and or- 
phans of persons designated in the acts specified, 
who died while in actual service, in the late war 
with Mexico. So that the applicant being other- 
wise entitled, will only be required to prove the 
death of the person from whom he claims, with- 
out being required to prove the cause of such 
death. : 

In relation to the second class: As the law is 
now understood, the widow of an officer who was 
honorably discharged, or who resigned, and after- 
wards died of wounds received, or from a disease 
contracted in service in the line of his duty, can- 
not receive the benefits of said acts, which she 
might have done but for such discharge or resigna- 
tion. This resolution embraces this class of cases, 
and places the widow and orphans of such officer 
upon the same ground they would have stood if 
such officer had not been Letheruea or had not 
resigned. In this case, proof must be made that 
the death was occasioned by reason of wounds 
received or from a disease contracted while in said 
service. 

This resolution will increase the number of pen- 


And the question immediately pending was on | sioners a little, and as a consequence will enlarg® 
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riation for the payment of pensions. 
7 oe nouat will be insomaderable, and as it 

ill earry out the humane provisions of our pres- 
: . jaws, I sincerely hope it may pass. I have 
.* nly stated the objects of the resolution without 
: on any reasons for its adoption. 

OMe. SACKETT said he desired to say a word. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can be in- 
julged only by unanimous consent, 

Objection was made. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question. 

The affirmative vote stood, ayes 94; noes not 
counted. . 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
Which main question was, first, on the reference 
of the joint resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; and, should 
that motion be voted down, on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

And the question having been taken on the mo- 
tion to refer the joint resolution to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it was 
decided in the negative—ayes 63, noes 69. 

So the House decided that the joint resolution 
should not be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 5 

And the question then recurred on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. GOTT moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
not yet exhausted itself. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays on the engrossment of the bill, but 
withdrew the demand. 

Mr. SACKETT moved that the joint resolution 
be laid opon the table. And he said he hoped the 
House would indulge him with a single remark. 

Objection was made. 

The question was then taken on the motion that 
the joint resolution be laid upon the table, and was 
decided in the negative, without a division. 

So the House decided that the joint resolution 
should not be laid upon the table. 

The question then recurring on the engrossment 
thereof— 

Mr. WALDO said, that as there seemed to be 
some misunderstanding in relation to the resolu- 
tion, he would move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the Elouse had refused to refer the joint 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the 
sate of the Union. But, yielding to the wishes 
of gentlemen around him, Mr. W. waived his 
motion for the present. 

The question again recurring on the engross- 
ment of the resolution— 

Mr. HILLIARD called for the reading thereof. 

Mr. CROWELL called for the yeas and nays 
on the question of engrossment. 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the resolution 
is called for. The resolution will be again read 
when order is restored—not else. It would be 
unnecessary to read the resolution so many times, 
ifattention was paid to the reading. 

Mr. SACKETT inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
er the previous question was exhausted ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not vet exhausted. 

The resolution was then again read; after which, 

The SPEAKER proceeded to ascertain whether 
the demand of Mr. Crowe t, for the yeas and 
hays, was sustained. 

he yeas and nays were refused. 

The question was then taken, and the joint res- 
olution was ordered to a third reading. . 
_Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. The ques- 
oa now, I believe, is on the passage of the reso- 
ution ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has not yet 
e read a third time. It has been ordered to be 
read, 

The joint resolution was then read a third time 
by its tle; and the question being, ‘ Shall this 
ape 

r. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that he 
Was perfectly willing that the first portion of the 
resolution should be adopted. But the latter part 
he regarded as entirely wrong. It would add con- 
siderably to the expenses of the Government. He 

not had sufficient opportunity to examine the 
resolution, so as to fix his own cons*ruction on it. 

y this provision, ifa man dies, although he may 
have been a deserter, his widow is entitled to a 


| reading, would move to reconsider that vote. 
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pension. Or, if aman should die perhaps twenty | 
or thirty years after he hasg@éift the service, still | 
his widow will be entitled to a pension. He did | 
not believe that the House could have had any | 
intention to sanction such a provision. It made | 
no distinction between the merits or demerits of || 
the individual. In his opinion, no member would | 
consider himself justified in giving his vote in favor | 
of such a system. Whether a man has deserted |) 
the service, or been honorably discharged—wheth- | 
er he dies during the war, or not for thirty or fifty 
years afterward, his widow is to be entitled toa 
pension. 
He requested the Clerk to read the second branch 
of the resolution, which runs thus: 
* And also to the widows and orphans of all such per- || 
sons, as, having been honorably discharged or having re- 
signed, shall have died after the passage of said last-men- 
tioned act, or who may hereafter dic, of wounds received | 
or from disease contracted while in said service.” 
He did not think that the House could bring | 
itself to sanctidh this clause of the resolution. | 
Should a soldier die while in the service, or in go- 
ing to or returning from the seat of war, he was | 
willing to take the evidence of the army roll, and || 
give the widow a pension. But he was not willing 
to extend the pension to the widows of all who 
died, whether they were meritorious cases or not, | 
or whether the eoldier lied during the war, or ten | 
or twenty years afterwards. It might be alleged | 
that the man had died of a cold, contracted during 
the war, and which had settled in a pulmonary 
disease. And how was this to be proved? The 
adoption of this provision would be the creation 
of a new class of pensions; and this he was un- 
willing to do in this irregular way, and without | 
proper deliberation. There ought to be some limit 


| to the cases on which this resolution was intended) 


to operate. He hoped the resolution would not 
pass In its present form. 
He hoped some gentleman, who had voted in 

the affirmative on ordering this resolution to a — 

le 
voted in the negative, but if he had 
a right to make such motion, he would move its || 
reconsideration. With the consent of the friends 
of the measure, the subject might then be laid over 
for the present, to enable the House to look into | 
the phraseology of the resolution, and to act with 
a better understanding of the whole matter. 

He moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution had been ordered to a third reading. 
Mr. SACKETT expressed the hope that the 
motion to reconsider would prevail. He thought | 
the passage of the joint resolution would consii- 
tute a very bad precedent indeed. The first part 


1} 


had ree 


of the resolution which the gentleman from Mis- |. 


sissippi [Mr. Tuompson] seemed willing to adopt, 
constituted enlistment and death a sufficient evi- 
dence to granta pension upon. ‘That was all there | 
was of it: service had nothing to do with it. He | 
thought this would be a very bad precedent. It | 
would be opening the door to a new class of pen- | 
sioners, oma very large class—having no merit— | 
the claim to pension being based not upop service | 
but upon enlistment and death. He was opposed | 
to the resolution. He hoped the motion of the. 
gentleman from Mississippi would prevail. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he | 
hoped the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Sacx- 
ETT,] and the friends of the bill would agree with 
him and let the resolution go over, in order that it 
might be printed, and the i be enabled to see | 
what class of pensioners it did include. 

Mr. SACKETT said he had no objection to | 
th 


at. 
Mr. VENABLE saw no necessity for postpon- 
ing the resolution. If he understood the joint res- | 
olution, it was confined to persons who died of | 
disease contracted, or of wounds received, in the 
Mexican war. The gentleman from New York | 
said, that enlistment and death only were required 
to constitute ground of claim for a pension. 

Mr. DUER interposed, and inquired if the bill | 
did not make the rule of evidence—the fact of 
death ? 

Mr. SACKETT, (in his seat.) Certainly. 

Mr. VENABLE said he might be wrong, but 
he had paid particular attention to the reading of | 
the joint resolution four times. Ifa man died in | 
the service, the fact was sufficient evidence for a | 
pension; but if he did not die in the service—he | 
did not care if he died twenty years afterwarda— | 


if it was proved that he died of wounds received, || 


| every gentleman upon this subject, 


| stances it was right in these. 
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or diseases contracted, in the service, his widow 
should receive a pension. 

Mr. SACK stated, in explanation, th at 
(being upon the Committee on Pensions) he cou id 
say, that the joint resolution was not based on the 
principle at all of granting pensions to the widows 
of those who had died of wounds received, or of 
diseases contracted, in the service. It was simply 
based upon the fact that the soldier enlisted in the 
service, and that he died—no matter whether he 
died of wounds received, or of diseases contracted, 


, in the service, or not, 


Mr. VENABLE (resuming) said if he could 
get the joint resolution he thought he could satisfy 


: The gentle- 
man from New York might be a member of the 


;) Committee on Pensions—how he had got his in- 


formation as to the provisions of the joint resolu- 
tion he (Mr. V.) knew not. But he (Mr. V.) 
preferred to look at the language of the resolution 
itself, 

The resolution having been sent him by the 


|; Clerk— 


Mr. VENABLE read the joint resolution, (as 
above given.) ‘The English language (he said) 
could not be plainer. 

Mr. SACKETT. Wiil the gentleman from 
North Carolina allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. VENABLE. Certainly. 

Mr. SACKETT wished to ask the gentleman 


| whether the statement he (Mr. S.) had made was 


not fully sustained by the resoluuion—that if the 
man died, after having enlisted, from any cause 
whatever, he was entitled to a pension? 


Mr. VENABLE replied, Not at all. It did 


| seem to him that the construction of the gentle- 


man was the most singular construction of the 
English language of which he had ever heard. 
The resoluuon provided for the widows and 
orphans of those **twho died in actual service in 
‘the late war with Mexico, or in going to and re- 
‘turning from the same,” and also of those who 


| **having been honorably discharged, or having re- 


‘signed, shall have died after the passage of said 


|| last mentioned act, or who may hereafter die of 
| * wounds received, or from disease contracted while 
|| in said service.” 


If there was any principle on 
which a pension law should be passed—on which 
the benefits of pensions should be extended to the 


| widows and orphans of soldiers, this was the 
| honest principle. With what semblance of justice 


should the widow and orphans of a man who lived 
to return home and dragged out a miserable life, 
perhaps of twenty years, in consequence of wounds 
received, or disease contracted, in the service of 
his country, be excluded from the benefits of pen- 
sion? while the widow and orphans of the man 
who died on the battle-field received their pen- 


| sion. 


If a pension law were right under any cireum- 
J It was right to give 
to the widow something, some compensation for 
the years of anxiety and care spent over her hus- 
band who fell under the effects of disease contracted 
or of wounds received in the service. Because 
his life was spared for a longer or a shorter period, 


|, Should his widow be excluded from the benefits of 
| pension? The resolution was founded in justice, 


and he hoped it would be passed. 
He insisted that it was not necessary to post- 


| pone the subject until to-morrow, because the 


resolution could not be made plainer. If gentle- 
men were not satisfied with its provisions, let them 
come up and vote againstit. He was satisfied 
with it, and wished it now to be passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he wished 


| to make a remark in reference to this subject. 


For about a month there had been no call of the 
committees at all. The morning hour was the 
only time afforded in this House for the transaction 


of any business. The whole time of the House 


continued to be consunred entirely in general de- 
bate. The hemp resolution had held them for a 
considerable time. This resolution, Re supposed, 
would hold them a considerable time longer. He 


| wasanxious, and he believed the majority of the 


House were anxious, that there should a call 


| of the committees, and that the House should pro- 
| gress with the regular order of business. 


He 
therefore moved the previous question, and» he 
hoped the House would sustain the motion. 


; THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 
The SPEAKER. Before the House proceeds 








to dispose of the question before it, the Chair 
desires to state, that he has received a communi- 
cation from Mr. Gentry, a member of the select 
committee raised in the Galphin case, stating his 
inability to attend the sessions either of the House 
or of the committee at this time, and asking to be 
excused from service on that committee. 

Mr. BURT was understood to say, that he very 
much regretted the necessity which induced the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Gentry] to ask 
to be excused from service on the committee; 
that he (Mr. B.) must yield to the request of that 
geutieman, and would move that he be excused 
from service, and that the vacancy be filled by 
the appointment of another member. 

It was so ordered, and the Speaker appointed 
Mr. Breck, of Kentucky, to fill the vacancy. 


PENSIONS. 


The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. FREEDLEY rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether it was in order to move that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table ? 

The SPEAKER said that motion would be in 
order. 

Mr. FREEDLEY made the motion. 

Mr. CALVIN asked the Speaker to state the 
question. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, presumed, 
he said, (addressing the Speaker,) that the motion 
to lay on the table the motion to reconsider (if it 
should prevail) would not carry with it the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said, it would not carry the 
resolution with it; and then stated the question to 
be on the motion to lay on the table the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the joint resolution 
had been ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Wii.iams, of 
Tennessee, and Mr. Wa po, of Connecticut, were 
appointed, 

The question was then taken, and the vote was 
declared to be, ayes 70, noes 62. 

Mi. KAUFMAN asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, 

Mr. DUER rose to inquire of the Speaker, if it 
would now be in order to move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER said that the motion now be- 
fore the House (being a motion to reconsider) 
was, like the motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, a privileged 
motion; bat that the motion indicated by the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Duer,} could be 
put by general consent. 


Mr. DUER said, that with a view to give gen- 
tlemen an opportunity to look into this joint 
resolution, he would, by general consent, move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Objection was made. 

So the motion was not entertained. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the motion to lay on the table the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the joint resolution had 
been ordered to a third reading, and resulted—yeas 
86, nays 76, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Albertson, Anderson, Andrews, Baker, 
Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Willian 
4. Brown, Buel, Chester Butler, E. Carritigton Cabell, Joseph 
Cable, Calvin, Casey, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Di-ney, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Freedley, Fuller, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Haralson, Harlan, Isham 
G. Haris, Hay, Hoagland, Howe, Jones, Julian, La Sére, 
Lefer, Littetield, Job Mann, Mason, McCiernand, Mc- 
Douald, McDowell, McGaughey, Robert M. McLane, Finis 
KE McLean, Meade, Miller. Moore, Morris, M ree, Oxzle, 
Peaslee, Plrelps, Pitman, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, 
Schermerhorn, Shep; erd, Frederick P. Stanton, Alexander 
H. Stepiens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, 
Thomas, James Thompson, John B. Thomp-on, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Unde:hitl, Venable, Walden, Waido, 
Waikins, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wood, and Young—86, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Averett, Beale, Bennett, 
Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Burrows, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Carter, Clark, Cleveland, Williamsou 
R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Dixon, Duer, Ewing, 
Fowler, Gerry, Giddings, Grinnell, Hail, Hammond, Samp- 
sou W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hu- 
jiard, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, James Jackson, Robert W. 
Jonn@n, Kaufman, George G. King, James G. King, Johu 
A. King, Preston King Matteson, McKissock, McMalien, 
McQueen, MeWiltie, Meacham, Morehead, Nelson, Orr, 
Ouis, Parker, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Ross, 
Kumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schoolcri ft, Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Jacod ‘Thompson, ‘Yburman, 


| 





| widows of soldiers who went to the war; and he 


| should not give any superiority or advantage to 
| the soldiers of the last war over the soldiers of all 
| other wars. 
| amend the resolution as to include ‘*widows and 


| desired to move the recommitment of this joint | 
| resolution; and, if in order, he desired that it | 
| should be recommitted, with instructions to amend 
\it. He knew that it was out of order now to 
| move to amend the resolution; but he raised the | 
| point, and would request the Chair to decide it, 


any reason why such a motion should be in order, 
| . : | 
unless the committee had power to change the bill | 
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| Vinton, Wallace, White, Wilmot, Witson, Winthrop, and 
| Woodward—76. a. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


The question then recurring on the passage of | 
| the resolution, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that he | 


whether the resolution could not be recommitted, | 
with instructions to change it; and, if it could be, | 


then he gave notice that he should move an amend- || 


ment, by way of instructions, which he would ask 
might be read. He took it for granted, looking 
tu the vote which had been given, that the House 
had decided in favor of the principle of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. ROBINSON addressed an 
Chair, not heard by the reporter. 

After a suggestion by Mr. JONES, 


‘inquiry to the 


The SPEAKER said, that after the joint reso- || 


lution had been ordered to a third reading, a mo- 
tion to recommit, with instructions, was not in 
order. The resolution could be recommitted to | 


the committee, but not with instructions to amend. || 
In the present state of the question, the House | 


could not amend the resolution, nor could they 
amend it by recommitting it to the committee | 
with instructions. 





The resolution was now beyond the reach of || 


amendment. 

Mr. ‘TT'HOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he was 
aware that the House could not amend the reso- 
lution. He knew, however, that it was in order 
to move its recommitment; and he did not know 


when thus recommitted to them. He took it for 
granted, from the vote which had been given, that 
the House was in favor of giving pensions to all 


thought it would be just and proper that Congress 


He thought it would be right so to | 





orphans of such officers, soldiers, musicians, &c., 


| of the war of the Revolution and of the war of 


1812, who may have died either in actual service 
or on parole, or should have died of any disease 
contracted while in the service of his country in 


either of those wars.’’ 1 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired of the 
Speaker whether this debate was in order? 

The SPEAKER said the question before the | 
House was on the passage of the joint resolution, 


and the remarks of the gentleman from Mississippi || 


[Mr. ‘THompson] were in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Lam speaking directly to 
the resolution, and wish to give my views upon it. 

Mr. SPEPHENS, of Georgia, (referring to the 
amendment indicated by Mr. ‘l'Hompson,) was un- 
derstood to suggest, that the gentieman might as | 
well include the Black Hawk and Seminole wars. | 

Mr. THOMPSON said, he did not know why 
the principle should not be carried to that extent, 
if the resolution was to be passed. At all events, 
he should insist upon the application of the prin- 
ciple to the two wars designated in his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KAUFMAN now suggested to the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr.'l'Hompson,] that, with 
a view to allow at least one day for the examina- 
tion of the resolution, he (Mr. T.) should give 
way for a motion that the House resolve itself 





into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, he would cheerfully 
yield, if his right to the floor would be assured to 
him when the subject next came up for considera- 


tion, 

The SPEAKER said, that the joint resolution 
would come up as the unfinished business of the 
morning hour, and the gentleman from Missis- 
sippl (Mr. Tuomrson}] would be entitled to the 

oor. 

Mr. THOMPSON yielded the floor. 

Mr. KAUFMAN thereupon moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


April 10, 
Mr. JONES saitl, he hoped the motion “ 
| not be agreed to, until this joint resolution 
| been disposed of. , : solution had 
| CALIFORNIA. 

___ The question then being on the moti 

| Kaurman, that the House resolve itself into Co 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
Mr. ROBINSON asked} the yeas and hays 


| which were refused. 


And the question was then taken, an : 
| in the altiative without a division. 4 decided 
| So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, Boyp 
_of Kentucky, Yn the chair,) and resumed the con, 
| sideration of the California question. 
Mr. ROSS addressed the committee in Opposi- 
| tion.to the Wilmot proviso, both on constitutional 
| grounds and grounds of expediency; in advocac 
of the doctrine of non-interference; in oppositic., 
to the admission of California; and in reply to 
| parts of the speech of his colleague, [Mr. Sr. 
vens.] He denied that the charges of southern ao. 
gression were well founded, and contended that the 
North had been the aggressor upon the constity. 
| tional rights of the South in regard to Slavery 
from the foundation of the Government to the pres. 
ent time. 
Mr. DUER followed, in favor of the admission 
| of California—expressing his confident Opinion 
that she would be admitted with her present con. 
| stitution—and in support of the principles of the 
President’s message in regard to the territories, 
| While he preferred to leave the other territories jn 





| their present condition, and allow the habitants 
when they came to form constitutions for their goy- 
ernment as States, to decide the question of sla- 
very for themselves—a policy which he commended 
| as the best mode of settling the disputed ques- 
| tions between the North and the South, by doing 
| justice to all sections—he declared that if forced to 
| vote upon the establishment of a territorial govern- 
ment, he should insist upon the proviso. In refer- 
ence to the delivery of fugitive slaves, and other agi- 
tating questions between the North and the South, 
he declared generally that he stood upon the plat- 
| form of the Constitution as it is—willing to abide by 
‘all its compromises, and discarding all new com- 
promises or equilibriums, 

[he speeches of both gentlemen will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. D. having concluded— 

Mr. EWING obtained the floor, but yielded for 
a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported. 

WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
| mittee on Indian Affairs, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to report back a Senate 
bill, which had been referred to that committee. 

The reading of the title of the bill was called 
| for, and it was read asa bill ** authorizing the pay- 
| ment of $12,000 to the Winnebago Indians. 

Objection was made. 

So the bill was not reported. 

And the House adjourned. 











PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of 43 citizens of the 
the township of Plymouth, Michigan, against the admission 
of more slave States into the Onion. 

Also, the petition of 46 citizens of the same township, for 
the establishment and protection of freedom in the territo- 
ries. 

|| Also, the petition of the same township aforesaid, for the 
repeal of all laws sustaining slavery in the District of Co- 

Jumbia. 

Also, the petition of 47 citizens of the same township, 0 
secure the right of trial by jury to persons claimed as fugi- 
| tive slaves. 

Also, the petition of 115 citizens of Union, Branch county, 
Michigan, for the repeal of all laws sustaining slavery or the 
slave trade in the Distrie: of Columbia. 

Aiso, the petition of 52 citizens of Phelpstown, in the 
State of Michigan, for the repeal of all laws sanctioning 
slavery or the slave trade in the Districtof Columbia. __ 

Also, the petition of 57 citizens of the same township, 
asking that provision be made to give a trial by jury to per- 

sons claimed as fugitive slaves. 
| 


Also, the petition of 54 citizens of the same towns Hu 
ying that slavery and the slave-trade may be prohibit 
4 express act of Congress in all the territories of the United 
tates. 
Also, the petition of 53 citizens of the same township, 
against the admission of any State into the Union, unless 
slavery is expressly prohibited in the consticutivn. 
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~ also, the petition of 7} citizens of the township of Com- 
‘in the State of Michigan, asking the express probi- 
tion if slavery and the slave trade in all the territories of 
Thited States. , | 
owe petition of 67 citizens of the same township, | 
cast the admission of any State into the Union, unless 1} 
ety is expressly prohibited by the constitution thereof. i 
Oa the petition of 262 electors of the county of Oak- i| 
sand, in the State of Michigan, for the establishment and | 
} 





votection of freedom in the territories of the Onited States. 
Also, the petition of 254 electors of Oakland aforesaid, |) 
seainst the admission of more slave States into the Union. || 
“*js0, the petition of 252 electors of Oakland aforesaid, || 
forthe repeal of all laws sustaining slavery in the United | 
rates. " 
Oe the petition of 268 electors of Oakland aforesrid, to || 
cecure a trial by jury to persons claimed as fugitive staves. 
“also, the petition of 75 electors of the township of Com- 
merce, in the State of Michigan, asking that a trial by jury 
nay be granted to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. Bis | 
Also, the petition of 71 citizens of Commerce aforesaid, 
for the repeal of ail laws upholding slavery or the slave 
de. 
"Ry Mr. WILSON: The petitions of Asa Shaw and others, 
ofLyme; of Stephen Jewett and others, of Rendge ; of Ed- 
ward 8. Cushing and others, students of Dartmouth Col- 
jege ; of Rev. Dr. Lord and faculty of Dartmouth College ; 
» suneon Ide and others, of Claremont; of Daniel W. Far- || 
ren and others, of ‘Troy; of Jeremiah Waterhouse and || 
others, of Winehester ; of Johu Thorndike and others, of | 
Weare, all of New Hampshire, praying for a reduction of | 





| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


pstage. 
Also, the petitions of Lyman Spaulding and others, of | 
Jatrey ; of J. D. Gibbs and others, of Jaffrey ; of the citizens || 
of Sullivan; of Asa H. Fisk and others, of Dublin; of Jacob i] 
Gleason and others, of Dublin, all of New Hampshire, and i} 
| ! 


all in opposition to the extension of slavery, and against the 
conunuance Of slavery in the District of Columbia. i 

Also, the petition of Z. 8. Barstow and 55 others, citizens | | 
of Keene, New Hampshire, praying that national disputes || 
may be settled by arbitration, to preserve the peace of the i} 
world. . H} 

Also, the remonstrance of John H. Fuller and others, || 
ciuzeus of Keene, New Hampshire, against the extension i 
of Woodworth’s patent for the planing machine. i] 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of J. L. Brooks and || 
% others, citizens and electors of Skowhegan and Bloom- 
field, in the county of Somerset, and Staie of Maine, pray- | 
ing or the repeal of all laws by which slavery and the slave 
trade is authorized or sanctioned in the city. of Washington, 
or he District of Cclumbia, and in the event of their non- 
repeal, that the seat of Government may be removed to 

» some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Soule and 35 others, citizens 
ofthe same place, praying that no State be hereafter adimit- 
ed into the Union, unless the constitution of such State 
shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within its 
limits. 

Also, the petition of C. Fletcher and 32 others, citizens of 
the same place, praying that slavery and the slave trade may 
be expressly prohibited by act of Congress, in all the terri- 
tories of the United States, and that slaves be secured the 
right of trial by jury. | 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of Eliza- || 
bet Huntmans, of Hawkins county, Tennessee, praying | 
Cougress to grant her a pension in consequence of the 
revolutionary services of her husband. 

by Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of Valentine Saner- 
helm, a regular soldier in the revolutionary war for the term | 
of ree years, under the command of General Anthony 
Wayne, praying Congress to pass a law granting him some |) 
relief, | 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John Clark and 100 || 
others, citizens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to repeal all laws by which slavery or the slave | 
trade is authorized and sanctioned in the city of Washing- 
ton or the Distriet of Columbia ; and that in the event of their 1 

| 


hon-repeal, the seat of the National Government may be | 
removed to some suitable location. 5 1} 

Also, the petition of D. Byers and 101 others, citizens of || 
the same place, praying Congress to provide by law that 
whenever a person shall be arrested as a fugitive slave in || 
any State other than that in which he is alleged to be heid 1} 
w service, he shall not be delivered up to the claimant, or 
his agent, except on the finding of a jury that he is the slave | 
of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of J. S. McClelland and 98 others, citi- 
tens of the same place, praying Congress hereafter to ad- | 
mnitno State into the Union unless the constitution of suca 
oe shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within | 
ils limits. } 

Also, the petition of George Hughes and 94 others, citi- | 
tens of the same place, praying Congress to expressly pro- | 
bit by aw slavery and the slave trade in all the territories | 
of the United States. 

| 
| 
} 
} 





| 


By Mr. HARRIS, of Milinois: The petition of A. Reader 
and other citizens of Woodford county, Iilinois, for cheap 
postage and repeal of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of M. N. Miles and 24 citizens of the 
‘ame county, for the repeal of ail laws enacted or adopted 
Cerone for the support of slavery in the District ef Co- 
uimnbdia. | 

Also, the petition of M. N. Miles and 21 others, citizens | 

| 


of the same county, praying Congress not to admit any | 
more slave States into the Union. | 


Also, the petition of M. N. Miles and 20 others, citizens | 
of the same county, praying Congress to secure to alleged | 
fugitives the right of trial by jury. 


By Mr. STETSON: The petition of Leeman Stockwell || 


and 166 others, for grants of public lands to actual settlers. | 
By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from Daniel Mar- 
sili and 64 other citizens of Saline township, Jeffe:son 


county, Obio, for free States, free territories, and wial by 
Jury for fugitives. 


Also, @ petition from John Myers and 22 other citizens of || 


town and Stockbridge, to Menasha, in Winnebago county. 


nox ee Jefferson county, Ohio, for the same objects 
_By Mr- DURKEE: The petition of Rafus King and 348 
Citizens, legal voters of the city of Milwaukie, in the State 


| to alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 


{| in the District of Columbia. 


| Edmund Kiby, praying an amendment in the pension laws. 


|; asking that alleged fugitive slaves be entitled to a tial by 


} 
| 
| 


| 
i 
} 
| 
} 
| 


of Wisconsin, against the admission of any more slave IN SENATE. 


States into the Union. ° 
Wenpnespay, -dpril 10, 1850. 
Mr. WALES. I present a petition of citizens 


Also, the petition of Edward D. Holton and 348 citizens, | 
legal voters of the city of Milwaukee in the State of Wis- | 
cousin, for the protection and establishment of freedom in | 


the territories. — p M4 | of the State of Delaware, against the admission of 
Also, the petition of Ira E. Goodall and 343 legal voters of || slavery in any of the territories of the United States 
the*city of Milwaukee, in favor of securing to alleged fugi- || b > 
tives the right of trial by jury. || by proper legal enactments, and for the prompt 
Also, the®petition of citizens of Prairie du Sac, in the || admission of California into the Union as a State. 
State of Wisconsin, for the establishinent and protection of || — | have looked through the signatures attached to 
treedom in the territories. | 


Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of i = ree I find that it te signed by ciigene 
any more slave States into the Union. of respectability and intelligence—men whose 
Also, the petition of the same, ior the repeal of alilaws | opinions are entitled to consideration. Without 
enacted or adopted by Congress tor the support of slavery in | reading, | move that it be referred to the Commit- 


the District of Columbia. . . 
Also, the petition of the same, in favor of securing toal- | tee on Territories. 


leged fugitives the right of trial by jury. ‘It was = referred. 
Also, the petition of G. H. Baker and 50 others, citizens | Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
of Ceresco, in the State of Wisconsin, in favor ofsecuring || John §S. Glasson, an officer in the navy of the 


Also, the petition of B. C. Church and 54 others, citizens United States, commanding the schooner k alcon, 
of Union, in the State of Wisconsin, for the establishment asking that the piize money resulung from cap- 


and protection of freedom in the territories. | tures of certain vessels made by him during the 
Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 


t | late war with Mexico, may be distributed among 
any more slave States into the Union. th f th id I: which fi d 
Also, the petition of the same, in favor of securing to al- ¢ crew of the sald vessel; which was relerred to 
leged fugitives the right of trial by jury. | the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of ali laws Also, a memorial of Giibert Cameron, asking 


enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery || that a contract be made with him to complete the 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of || wings of the Patent Office, on the ground of his 
DeKalb county, for a mail-route from Peru via Trey Grove, || having been the lowest bidder under the advertise- 


Paupau Grove, Shaboneh’s Grove, DeKalb Centre, Colton- || ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
ville, Brush Point and Lacey, to Belvidere, 


ti » ” “4 
Also, the petition of citizens of Bristol, Kendall county, | Patents and the Patent Office. 2 


| [Minois, in favor of granting the rightof trial by jury to fugi- || Mr. RUSK presented the petition of John 8, 


tive slaves. | Gibson, asking the remission of a fine imposed on 


s By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of 70 electors of Lex- him for the non-performance of service on route 
ington township, Stark county, praying Congress to provide 


the right of trial by jury for fugitive slaves, &e. No. 6,012; which was referred to the Committee 
Also, a petition remonstrating against the admission of || On the Post Office and Post Roads. 

any more slave States. Mr. HALE e tition o iti 
hhy Mae FOWLEM: The petition of Mutyar Westen, Ja- E presented a petition of citizens of 


bez Keep, and 45 others, citizens of Duxbury, Massachusetts, || the District of Columbia, asking that the office of 
praying tor a reduction of postage on prepaid letters to | chaplain in the public service may be abolished; 


two cents. ‘(| which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 


; clary. 
Blooming Grove, Orange county, New York, tor the prohi- as . : 
bition of slavery in the territories of the United States by Also, a petition of citizens of Saybrook, in the 
an act of Congress. State of Connecticut, asking the adoption of meas- 


—_ the paniaiet of the same citizens, for the repeal of | ures for the settlement of international controver- 
| laws adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in || gies. rick 1 : 
a Bacuat or Cabealan ies; which was referred to the Committee on 


7 : 
Also, the petition of the same citizens, to secure to fugi- I} Foreign Relations. a 
tives the right of ial by jury. Aliso, a petition of citizens of Seneea county, in 


Also, = o— of the same ones against the ad- || the State of New York, and a petition from citi- 
Intssion of more slave States into the Union. ' : . . 
Also, four several petitions of citizens and electors of || zens of Jackson, in the State of M asissippl, asking 


Denmark, Lewis county, New York, for the same objects. || @ reduction of the rates of posiage; which were 
Also, four several petitions of citizens of St. Lawrence || referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
county, New York, jor the same objects, . Post Roads. 
By Mr. CLARKE: The petition of Eliza Kirby, relict of | Also, two petitions of inhabitants of Medina 
Also, four several petitions, signed by James Wait and || County, in the State of Ohio, asking the rejection 
50 others, citizens of Jeflerson county, New York,—one |! of the resolutions submitted by Mr. Cray on the 
| 29th of January last, and that siavery may be pro- 


jury; One asking the repeal of all laws for the support of | 


|| slavery in the District of Columbia; one to exciude slavery | hibited in all territories now free; that slavery and 


from the territories; and one against the admission of any || the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and 


more slave States. oy |, the slave trade between the States may be abol- 
Also, the pettion of B. F. Skinner and 29 others, citizens || 


. - ° e » e "7 ¢ 
| of the county of Jefferson, New York, asking specific duties || ished; and that the pao of the act of 1793 


on tate: '| for the recovery of fugitive slaves may be repealed; 
By Mr. DUER: The petition of John Woodall and others, || which were ordered to lie on the tabie. 

= New Sonam New York, praying for a wial by jury to Also, a petition of citizens of Beaver county, in 

ugitive slaves. 


Also, tie petition of Almon Lindsley and others, of the || the State of Pennsylvania, pees of empene of 
Fame place, praying for the abulition of slavery and the | Berkshire, Vermont, a petition of citizens of Me« 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. |, dina county, Ohio, a petition of «iuizensof Hudsen, 


Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of || New Hampshire, a petition of ciuzens of Eliing- 
any more slave States into the Union. | 


Also, the petition of John Woodall and others, of the same || 80%» New York, a petition of citizens of Cranston, 
place, praying for the prohibition of slavery and the slave | Khode Island, and three petitions of citizens of 
trade in all the territories of the United States. | Maine, generaily asking that slavery and the slave 


By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of Joseph : ; : ip 
Esty, J. S. Lee, and 25 others, citizens of Lthaca, Tomp- || trade may be prohibited by law in all the: territo 


kins county, New York, praying that a law be passed by | T'€S of the United Syies; which were ordered to 
Congress, giving to fugitive siaves the right of trial by jury. | lie on the table. — by 
Also, the petition of W. D. Henry, Charles Wagner, and || Also, two petitions of citizens of Maine, a peti- 


une citizens of Yates county, New York, on the same |/ tion of citizens of Massachusetis, a petition of cit- 
Also, the petition of B. G. Ferris, N. Crittenden, and 65 || 'zens of Pennsylvania, and two petitions of ciuuzens 


+} 

others, citizens of Ithaca, Tompkins couuty, New York, on ot New York, asking that no State may hereafter 
i} 
1] 





the subject of cheap postaze. be admitied into this ion Ww nstituuon 
Also, the petition of Josiab Dunham, J. H. Hardy, and 23 . Union whose constitu 


others, citizens of Elmyra, Chemung county, New York, does not expressly prohibit slavery within its 
praying that the duties on foreign iron, which were cottected || limits; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
under the tariff of 1546, at the time of its enacunent, he now || - Also, two petitions of citizens of Maine, a peti- 


made specific, so that our interests may be shicided, and || tion of citizens of New York, a petition of citizens 
that our own labor may be elevated and compensated. 


By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Thomas Reynolds, 8. of Rhode Isiand, ee a of sennerhe 
W. Gay, andjothers, for a land office at Wauonah, the port- || Vania, @ petition of ciuzens of Vermont, and two 
age between the Neenah and Wisconsin rivers, in the |; petitions of citizens of Ohio and Iilinois, asking 


—— pee pane iat es sii ie te || that slavery and the slave trade may be abolished 
80, the petition o . Law, J. 8. Buck, and others, || ; te mC Sie 
for an ap riation of land to construct a road from Green || in the District of Columbia, or the seat of Gov 


Bay, in Wisconsin, to St. Paul’s, in Minnesota. 1 ernment removed therefrom; which were ordered 
Also, the petition of Sergeant John Cummins, for pay for || to lie on the table. ss 

eens Assistant Commissary of Subsistence, at || Also, a petition of citizens of New York,a peti- 

Fort Cranes. tion of citizens of Pennsylvania, and a petition of 


Also, the petition of H. H. Smith, Thomas Davis, and || “! ; 
others, for an appropriation for a light-house at 'I'wo Rivers, citizens of Maine, asking that the right of trial by 
jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves 


in the county of Manitowoc, ] y 
P -_ the petition of Johu W. Taylor, Henry J- Davidson, || ‘arrested in any Stateother than that in which the 


} 
mith, and others, for a mail-rouie from Plymouth in | s : 
Sheboygan county, by Elk Heart, New Holstein, Charles. \ oho table claimed, which were ordered to hie on 
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Also, five petitions signed by male and female 
inhabitants of Pennsylvania, asking the immediate 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which were ordéred to lie on 
the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, asking 
the rejection the ea in the series of resolu- 
tions submitted by Mr. Cray on the 29th January 
last; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition signed by male and female iu- 
habitants of Portage county, in the State of Ohio, 
asking that slavery may be prohibited in all the 
territories of the United States, and abolished in 
the District of Columbia; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON rose when these petitions were 
sent to the Secretary ’s desk and said: | did not hear 
the purport of these memorials; will the Senator 
again state what they pray for? 

They were returned to the honorable gentieman. 

Mr. HALE then restated the endorsement of 
one which prayed that slavery and the slave trade 
might be prohibited in the territories of the United 
States. 

Mr. CLAY. Is that petition printed or is it in 
manuscript? 

Mr. HALE. The signatures are in manuscript. 

Mr. CLAY. How is the heading of those me- 
morials ? . 

Mr. HALE. Someare in writing and some are 
in print. 

‘The memorials were all again presented, one of 
which, at his request, was handed to Mr. Cray by 
a page. 

Mir. ATCHISON. Mr. President, | will make 
a motion which | think will promote the dispatch 
of business; it is that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire have leave to present all such petitions to the 
Secretary, and that he be authorized to make the 
usual disposition of them. ‘This would save much 
time, as almost every day nearly half the usual 
morning hour is consumed by the presentauion of 
such petitions. 

Mr. HALE. 1 wish to remark to the Senator 
that he is mistaken 

(The honorable gentleman yielded the floor that 
a message might be received from the President of 
tne United States. | ; 

Mr. ATCHISON. I will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HALE. I was going to say that the Sena- 
tor is altogether mistaken with regard to my occu- 
pying time here every morning. Instead of doing 
so, | determined long ago to lay them by as they 
came to me, and to come here with these petitions 
but once a month, and then to make a general de- 
livery. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. CLAY. I cannot allow this occasion to 
pass witho.t calling to the attention of the Senate 
a fact connected with most of these petitions. Sir, 
the moment a prospect opens in this unhappy 
country of settling our differences, these disturbers 
of the peace, these abolitionists, put themselves in 





motion—the Jays, the Phillipses, and others in | 


other quarters—and they establish a concerted and 
ramified plan of operations, and | want to expose 
it to the Senate. ere, sir, is a little bit of printed 
pees (holding up the petition which had been de- 
ivered to him) scattered throughout the whole 
country: Some of them found their way into my 
own Siate. I presented them the other day from 
Lewis county, printed, | have no doubt, at a com- 
mon centre, and dispersed throughout the country, 
in order to produce a common effect, and to make 
an impression on this body as if they were speak- 
ing the public sentiment in this country. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to suggest to the Senator from Kentucky 
that these petitions have all been passed upon. 

Mr. CLAY. But | have one of them in my 
own hand, sir; aud the Chair does not know how 
my remarks may terminate, nor what motion | 
may make. 

Mr. HALE. I call the Senator to order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator is 
called to order. He will take his seat tll the 
point of order is ascertained. 

Mr. CLAY. State your point of order, sir, and 
i will answer it. State your point of order. 

Mr. HALE. Iam not to be disturbed by any 
loud talk either before or behind. 

Mr. CLAY. Well, go on; no man speaks 
louder than yourself. 

Mr. HALE. 1 rise to a point of order. Iam 








addressing the Chair. 1 will not submit to inter- || 
ruption. ° | 
Mr. MANGUM. I rise toa point of order. | 


sorts of extremity have they not driven the 
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negro race than these ultra abolitionists, T what 


holding States in defence of their own slave. 


The Senator from New Hampshire has no right || guarding against those excesses to wh hts, and in 


to proceed with his remarks, unless he reduces his | a constant tendency. 


point of order to writing. | 
Mr. CLAY. If gentiemen will have a little pa- } 
tience, there will be no need for these questions of || 
order. | havea right to make a mouon to take || 
up these petitions and refer them to a committee. || 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is ap- | 
led to on a point of order. The Senator from |, 
ew Hampshire will state what it is. | 
Mr. HALE. The point of order I was about 
to state is this: The Chair had ruled that these 
petitions had all been passed upon, and the hon- || 
orable Senator from Kentucky says he has one of | 
them in his hand. I suppose the peution he has | 
in his hand is one which I sent to the Chair, and 
was passed Upon and disposed of; and it did not, 
therefore, come into his hands without being dis- }| 
posed of. That is the point of order. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The point of order || 
then involves a fact of which the Chair had no ! 
knowledge. \| 
Mr. HALE. The Senator from Kentucky || 
stated that it was one of the petitions which he | 
held in his hand. | 
Mr. CLAY. I want to know whether I may | 
not proceed with the observations which | was | 
addressing to the Chair, and then conclude them 
by a motion to refer these petitions to a committee, | 
| wish some learned friend, some of the learned || 
parliamentarians, would state whether he thinks it | 
is Out of order. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If that question is 
presented to the Chair, it is the opinion of the 
Chair that the motion must precede the argument. || 
Mr. CLAY. Very well, sir; then 1 will make | 
my motion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. I may be mis- || 
taken, and if | am 1 shall be glad to be corrected. || 
Mr. CLAY. Well, then, 1 make the motion to 
precede the argument, though that is not my 
opinion. | will tell you what is the law. If a |! 
member gets up and makes a speech of an unsea- | 
sonable length, intending to follow it with a prac- | 
tical motion, the Chair may require him to state | 
what his motion is. ‘That was once done in a | 
memorable case in which Mr. Randolph made a 
speech of about an hour against a proposition not | 
before the House, and not submitted by him, | 
when he was about to make a mouon that it was | 
inexpedient to declare war, | called him to order, || 
and he was pronounced out of order. || 
The infariable practice, and the rational prac- || 
lice of every deliberative body upon earth, is to | 
allow a member who is going to make a motion, |! 
to preface that motion by brief and pertinent re- |' 
marks relating to the mouon. I think, sir, | know | 
the law on the subject, and have reason to know | 
it. Well, sir, l do not know that | shall present || 
any such motion, but | have a right to put myself 
in order by making such a motion, and | trust the | 
honorable Senator who is listened to by myself 
with as much complacency as anybody, will not 
manifest any very great impatience at my calling 
the attention of the Senate to this ramified and 
concerted plan of the Abolitionists to circulate their 
little bits of printed petitions adapted to all the 
variety of cases; one for abolishing the slave wade; 
one for abolishing slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia; one for removing the seat of Government from 
this District; inevery shapeand mode in which they 
can bring up the question of slavery. 1 trust that 
neither the Senator nor his friends, in the House 
or out of the House, will manifest any great de- 
gree of impatience while I call the attention of the || 
Senate and of the country to the fact, and show || 





ch they have 


Now, sir, [| have said all I intended to sa 
have some of these petitions, which I wish h 
been presented to some other person as the medi ne 
of communication to the Senate; but they shail : 
deceive me by this attempt to create a false i. 
pression as to the real state of feeling throy “hal 
the country. I will make the motion, if the He 
tleman insists, to take up these petitions; | iad 


| Tight to do it, though I have no desire to do jt. 


No wish being expressed that the motion should 
be made, : 

Mr. CLAY continued. Sir, while I am y I 
will present some petitions; not exactly of ‘ 
same character, but which relate to business je. 
fore the Senate. One of them is a petition signed 
by agreat number of people, some of them Ver 
respectable, from my own knowledge, in the cit 
of Philadelphia, recommending to Congress the 
passage of a measure in regard to Mr. Grinnelj’s 
prosecution of the search for Sir John Frankiin 
and his companions. 

The petition presented was from merchants and 
other citizens of Philadelphia, setting forth that it 


is deemed essential to the success of Mr. Grinnell’s 


scheme to have thirty seamen belonging to the 
|| United States navy, over whom’ the discipline of 


the navy may be extended, in order that the search 


| for Sir John Franklin may be effectual. It was 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
Mr. CLAY also presented a petition from Wijl- 


_ liam Tell Zollickoffer, asking to be allowed a pen- 
| sion for services in the late war with Mexico; 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 
Also, from citizens of Indiana, asking that those 


| who served in the last war with Great Britain, 


and in the Indian wars, may be allowed bounty 


land. The memorial sets forth that they served 


the country either in some wars with Indian tribes 


or in the last war with England; that the officers 


and soldiers that served in the war of the Revolu- 
tion have had their declining years made comfort- 
able, and their feelings solaced, by a grant of pen- 
sions, and those who served in the late war with 
Mexico have received grants of bounty lands; thus 


| leaving those who served in the Indian wars, and 
in the last war with England, as the only class 


who have not, in one way or another, received 


| some mark of remembrance from the nation, and 
| some bounty to compensate the perils and suffer- 


ings incident to service in the tented field. The 


| memorial was referred to the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to take occasion to make 
a single remark, as allusion was made to me by 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky. He coun- 
seled me to a good deal of patience. Now, | 
thought, sir, if I had been old enough to advise 
that Senator, that he stood in need of it before I 
did, and more than I did. 

Mr. FOOTE. I call the Senator from New 
Hampshire to order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New Hampshire is called to order; he will take 
his seat. 

Mr. FOOTE. I withdraw the call, at the sug- 
gestion of friends around me. 

Mr. HALE. 1 thought the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi would not be so unkind as to re- 


fuse me an opportunity of making a personal ex- 


planation. 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly not. 

Mr. HALE. I was simply going to say, that! 
thought the manner of the Senator, in speaking to 
me, after I had the floor,and while I had the floor— 





that the object is to manufacture a sort of public | however our situations may differ—however hum- 
opinion in order to make an impression upon us | ble I may be as an individual—I thought that the 
ata moment when we are endeavoring to heal the || manner of the honorable Senator did not accord 
wounds of the country and to reconcile ts dis- || with the equality of rights that gentlemen have here 
tracted and unhappy parts. on this floor. lam notarrogant and presuming. | 

Sir, of all the bitterest enemies toward the un- || desire, in the humble sphere of my iniy, to do it; 
fortunate negro race, there are none to®compare || and, air, | need not tell the Senator that I shall do 
with these Abolitionists, pretended friends of | its and that no insinuations, no threats, no talk, 
theirs; but who, like, the Siamese twins, connect I} loud or low, coming from any quarter, under any 
themselves with the negro, or, like the centaur of | circumstances, will deter me from it. I have but 
old, mount not the back of a horse, but the back || one light to guide me—the light of my own con- 
of the negro to ride themselves into power; and in || science—to walk in the path of my duty. There 
order to display a fiiendship they feel only for || | must go; and no exhibitions of any sort, coming 
themselves, and not for the negro race. No, sir; |) from any quarter, at any time, will have the least 
there are not worse enemies in the country of the | influence upon me at all. 
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» other effect on the face of the earth than to alienate 
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Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I raise a question 
on the reception of that petition. I feel deterred || 
a adding a single word to the eloquent, manly, 
“d patriotic remarks which have fallen, a few 
it utes ago, from the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky. I think, sir, that these remarks will || 
travel to the different portions of this country, as 
well as other remarks he has made upon this ex- 
citing question, and that, coming from an individ- 
yal who has served the country long and faithfully, ] 
who has now arrived at that stage when his ambi- || 
tion must be only to depart in peace and see his 1 
country restored to quiet and happiness, will have | 
great weight and effect. I cannot believe—I have 
refused to express the belief—that there is a 
majority in the free States of this Union that coun- 
tenance the incendiary measures with which we 
are constantly annoyed, but which can have no 








one section of the country from the other, and to 
make us enemies instead of friends. 
Why, sir, the day before yesterday the petition | 


which [hold in my hand was presented, and 
doubtless hundreds of others will follow in its 
train, asking the Congress of the United States to || 
enroll the slaves of the slave States in the militia. || 
Well, sir, what would follow after the enrollment, || 
what would be the consequence of placing arms || 
in their hands? ‘To what would it lead? Does | 
not everybody know that incendiary publications | 
and incendiary speeches are circulated all over | 
this broad land with the intention of exciting that 
class of population to insurrection? Every rea- 
sonable man must see that it would have that 
effect upon them. In what condition does this 
place one section of this Union? I have made no || 
advances to the North; I have made no addresses | 
to her fears in this controversy. I have asked | 
nothing except from her patriotism. Do these 
petitions represent the feelings of the North? Do 
the represeniatives who consume time in creating 
excitement, and then taunt southern Senators with 
replying to their speeches, do they represent the 
feeling of the North? I trust in God that they do 
not. If they do, what will be the consequence? It || 
is intended, or at least seems to be intended, to |, 
produce precisely what I have stated; and, if evil || 
consequences follow, we cannot go back and 
relieve ourselves from them by looking at the || 
good intentions of the men who have produced 
the mischief. The effect of this course is to appeal 
to the slaves which I have at home, to rise and || 
burn my house and massacre my wife and children. |, 
And this is bravery! God deliver me from such 
bravery. ‘This is boldness! If this be a consci- 
entious discharge of our duty to our God, if this 
be manifesting a proper degree of nerve and bra- 
very, then have I reflected and learned from others 
older than myself to but very little oo ° 
Sir, | will not proceed further. I hope, I pray 
of God that these"things may cease. 1 appeal to 
those who agitate them, and if I thought | could 
be heard among their constitutents, | would call 
upon the freenién of the North to rise up and at 
once rebuke this sectional feeling, which must, if 
itgo on, end in making us the bitterest of enemies. 
If, sir, upon my return from my seat, [ should || 
find my house in ashes, my wife and children | 
massacred, though I have not much bravery—none | 
to boast of; I trust 1 have enough, however, 
always to conduct myself properly with all man- } 
kind—I would feel that | had disgraced the name | 
of man if I did not consider the incendiary villain 
that had stirred up such mischief in my domestic |! 
circleas my enemy. And if I did not, as long as |) 
drop of blood coursed in this good right arm, || 
treat him as such, I should consider, sir, that I || 
had degraded the form of man. I ask, in conclu- || 
| 
| 


| 








tion, that this petition may be read. 
The Secretary read the petition as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United || 
States of America, in Congress assembled. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the county of Ontario, in 
the State of New York, in view of the provisions and com. || 
promises of the Constitution enjoining upon the people of || 
the several States of this Union an equality of burdens || 
hecessary to the maintenance of a central government, | 
Would call the attention of Congress to the present inequality || 
im the military system of the Union. In the enrollment of the || 
Rational militia, a distinction is made, whereby a large class, | 


i| 


numbering more than three millions of people, are entiely || 
exempted from enroliment and military duty. ‘This large || 
Class, residing chiefly in the southern States, the chief burden | 
of the system, and of the national defence, in case of insur- I} 
rection or invasion, is thrown upon the northern States. {n | 
Cases of insurrection or invasion, the whole power of the 
North may be called upon to defend the South; but we 








| remedy this inequality, by the passage of a law for the en- || 


| Massachusetts, [Mr. Wessrer.] Why public 


| ments to present these petitions, to get up this 
| public opinion, for the denunciation of one part of | 
the United States, or with a view to organize a | 


| this, it is little less than treason, according to the 


, some of these gentlemen themselves. 
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respectfully submit, that in similar cases oceurring at the 
North, our reliance upon the aid of our southera brethren | 
must, owing to the inequality to which we bave referred, be | 
extremely limited, if mot utterly vain. We respectfully in- | 
sist that all the burdens and obligations of the people of the ©} 
several States ought to be, in all respects, equal and mutual. |, 

We, the undersigned, therefore respectiuily but earnestly 
ask and insist that your honorable body will immediately 


' 


roliment of the militia of all the States, which shall include | 
all classes of persons, without any distinction of cology or 
condition ; and your petitioners, &c. iI 

Mr. RUSK. This petition was presented and || 

id upon the table the other day without my noti- | 
cing it, 1] 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator permit me? | 

Mr. RUSK. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. I stand somewhat peculiarly 
related to this subject. ‘The other day I felt satis- 
fied—what is fully confirmed this morning—what 
would be the consequence of relaxing the rules 
by which petitions of this kind were excluded, or 
rather not received. Scarcely had the fires of sec-— 
tional excitement burnt down and become some- | 
what smothered, before this morning we see a | 
member representing a sovereign State in part, 


| pouring them in here, as he would fuel, to kindle 


a fire which all must see is putting in jeopardy the | 
institutions of this country. Mr. President, sup- 

pose the entire northern population should become || 
affected like these petitioners, and should use lan- | 
guage and indicate views such as are expressed in | 
this petition, could the southern people live with | 

them as brethren? ‘Then what is the object of | 

these petitions? It is either to insult those asso- | 
ciated with them under a common compact, or to | 
excite and spread a public opinion at the North | 
that would assimilate the opinion of the entire | 
population at the North to the opinions expressed 
in this petition. My friend from Texas says, God 
grant that the progress of this thing may be ar- | 
rested; but, Mr. President, | am afraid | utter a 
truth when I say that that progress 1s not destined | 
to be arrested. Sir, two ot the most distinguished | 
Senators on this floor have exerted their voices and | 
their influence to arrest it, and what has been the | 
consequence? It has brought down upon the |, 
Nestor of the Senate, as the Senator from Ken- || 
tucky (Mr. Cray] is sometimes termed, a system- 
atic attack from different quarters. And what has 
been the fate of the distinguished Senator from 
| 


meetings have been held, and he has been de- | 
nounced in every form, and for what? For avow- || 
ing the broad duty of good faith in compliance with | 
treaties and the compromises of the Constitution. || 
Sir, that very influence of which I have been speak- || 
ing is exerted through this body, and the Senate 
of the United States 1s made the heart from which || 
this poison is to circulate throughout every part of || 
the land. And there are those here who minister | 

| 


to that feeling by making themselves the instru- 


party in another, by which they are to array them || 
in a hostile attitude towards each other. And yet || 
when southern gentlemen rise and complain of 





press of the North, and according to the view of | 
Moderate | 


| men rise and ajfpeal to the Constitution and are 


reprobated. Men more interested rise and express | 


| themselves more warmly. Butall are denounced. | 


Constant attrition, Mr. President, will wear away || 
the solid rock; and this continued dripping from || 
the abolition fountains—polluted fountains as they | 
are—has already made an impression of something || 
more than mere attrition. And yet these petitions | 
will continue to come, and | know of no way of ] 
avoiding it; and as | said the other day, let them | 
come, and with them let the issue come. Let the || 
issue come! For | repeat it is impossible, until || 


|| we create an issue, and one that will put the Union | 


in jeopardy, to have an adjustment of these ques- | 
tions. Let the issue come, then, | again repeat. 

Mr. FOOTE. | must confess that | am not so | 
much excited on this occasion as several of my | 
beloved friends here, or as | have been myself | 


upon several former occasions. | rather think, || 


| sir, that the action which has been commented || 


upon—the introduction of certain petitions here, | 
and the agitation kept up in connection therewith— 

is simply a part of the policy of a certain class of || 
politicians in the North, with the view to the cul- | 
tivation (as we have heretofore had very bruadly | 


| fully made up. 
|| @ conservative remedy under the Constitution, 


admitted before us) of a sort of local popularity, 
with a view to their own personal advancement. 
I do not believe, indeed | feel assured to the con- 
trary, that in the States of the North there is such 
a condition of public sentiment as will justify the 


| Movements of certain persons, here and elsewhere, 


upon the questions referred to. Nor has anything 


| which has occurred this morning induced me to 
|| believe that the Union is in greater danger to-day 


than it was on yesterday, or the day before yes- 
terday. The old saying is, that the darkest pe- 
riod of the night is just before day, and | trust, 
sir, that the morning of our deliverance is now 


| dawning upon us, and that the period of darkness 
| and gloom has well nigh terminated. Mr. Presi- 


dent, if honorable gentiemen are really persuaded, 
as I know they are, that the Union is in such se- 
rious danger, and with it the prosperity and hap- 
piness of all these States, they ought to feel, and 
doubtless do feel—indeed | know they do feel— 


| still more strongly inclined to adopt some plan of 


fraternal patriotic compromise or adjustment, by 
whatever name they may choose to designate it, 
which may rescue the Republic from peril, put 
down faction and factionists, and secure a triumph 
to sound principles and their patriotic advocates, 


| over their fierce and unscrupulous adversaries, 


who have banded themselves together for pur- 


| poses which all good men must tondemn, ani aid 


in defeating. I glory, sir, in reflecting that this 
body has it in its power, in a certain mode, to 
apply a most efficient corrective to this accursed 
evil of agitation; a corrective that my mind has 
deliberately contemplated heretofore, and in refer- 
ence to which my judgment has long since been 
I repeat, sir, that this body has 


which may be used to some extent for the pur- 
pose of suppressing this agitation, and to relieve 
the country from those evils which have been 
so clearly depicted, and so strongly and justly 
reprobated this morning. To be entirely explicit, 


1 will say that I, for one, let other gentlemen do 


as they please, intend to look hereafter, at the 
right time, and in a proper spirit, to all the nomi- 
nations for office that may be presented to us here- 
after, as well as those now before us, in order to 
ascertain the precise influences under which they 
have been made, and upon whose recommendation 
the nominees have been so fortunate aa to obtain 
the favor of the Executive. I intend to look back 
to all the facts connected with such nominations, 
and to ascertain for myself and for my constitu- 
ents, whether certain influences of a malign and 
dangerous character have been at all associated 
with any such nomination. | intend to ascertain 
if these nominees, or their principals, stand con- 
nected with any of the attacks which have been 
made upon certain distinguished patriots and 
statesmen here, on account of their laudable efforts 
to vindicate the dignity of the Constitution, to lend 
their aid, as they have done, to a scheme of paci- 
fication or compromise, to relieve the country from 
existing peril, and to establish our institutions upon 
a still firmer foundation than they now occupy. I 
intend, for one, if I can, to asceriain whether any 
man nominated for a high or a petty office, stands 
affiliated closely with any individual, prominent 
or otherwise, here or elsewhere, who has exercised 
an influence:in getting up these attacks upon high 
character, or is in the least degree responsible for 
any of these malign and unprincipied attacks made 
upon distinguished statesmen here. I say that 1, 
for one, upon the ascertainment of such facts, in- 
tend to use the conservative remedy which the 
Constitution has given to us, for the purpose of 
defeating such nomination, and teaching the per- 
sons to whom | have alluded a sound practical 
lesson, which | have reason to believe will not be 
entirely lost upon them, nor wholly unprofitable 
to the country. I will never consent that any por- 
tion of the official influence of this Republic shall 
be exercised in opposition to the Constitution, to 
the injury of revered patriots, and for the over- 
throw of those noble institutions which our vener- 
ated forefathers have bequeathed to us. 1 con- 
sider it my most solemn duty, in reference to this 
whole matter, to apply this corrective fearlessly, 
‘promptly, unsparingly, and, if possible, effica- 
ciously; and | have made this formal announcement 


| with the hope that it may have a salutary influence 


even here. 1 make no special personal allusion, 
of course, to any member of our own body—this 
would be unparliamentary—but I do trust that 
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certain individuals whoare known to be particularly 
ambitious of having an active participation in the 
Wistribution of the spoils of office; who, in fact, are 
rather *“‘notorious’’ for attempts to monopolize the 
whole official patronage under the Federal Govern- 
ment, will take seasonable warning from the hint 
now imparted, and that they will understand that 
some of us are resolved to meet them with this po- 
tent remedy, and put an end to their local conse- 
quence at home, by defeating every nomination 
which they may have had the least agency in 
bringing before the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. As these remarks have been called 
forth, sir, by what I have done in presenting peti- 
tions here, {wish to put myself right on a partic- 
ular subject. 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not allude to the Senator 
from New Hampshire. 

Mr. HALE. I am glad to hear it. I was 

oing to tell the Senator from Mississippi, that if 
oe had alluded to me, he might as well have saved 
his breath for some more valuable purpose, because 
I wish to state to the Senate that since | have been 
in this city [ have never, except upon one occa- 
sion, had the patronage of a single individual in 
my hands. I have never given advice except in one 
singie instance, and then it was because | happened 
to be the only man from New Hampshire in the 
city, and even then I was so unwilling to take the 
responsibility of giving advice that [ consulted 
with the Senator from Massachusetts, who has 
resided there, and that man has been confirmed. 
That is the only solitary appointment I have ever 
tendered advice about, or been asked about by 
this Administration since itcame into power. No 
friends of mine have anything to gain or lose by 
any influence of mine of this sort. I have never 
tried to exercise any, and | never mean to. So 
much for myself; if anybody else is hurt, they 
may take care of their own sore places. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. FOOTE. All that I have to say is, that I 
did not intend to allude to the Senator from New 
Hampshire. I never suspected him of having the 
jeast influence with the Administration. (Laugh- 
ter.] I never suspected such a thing. I never 
heard him charged with having the least influence 
with the present patriotic Executive. God forbid 
that a suspicion so unjust to the Executive should 
ever enter my mind! ([Laughter.] He might 
have saved himself the trouble of vindication, as | 
diatinetly disavowed any allusion to him. If there 
are any persons here or elsewhere that feel—to 
use the language of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire—that they have “sore places,” and will 
voint them out, f will say at once whether or not 
| refer to them, because I am perfectly willing to 
be understood. 1 think my allusion is understood 
to some extent, and will be understood by the 
country; and | wish to be understood by the coun- 
try as being solemnly resolved to act upon the 
principle which | have named. ; 

Mr. BADGER. I move to lay the question on 
the table. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator withdraw the 
motion for a moment? 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly, sir—certainly. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, it has been my 
constant course, through a conviction of its ex- 
pediency, to receive generally petitionw whenever 
they are presented to us for any object at all within 
our power, or respecting which it can be doubtful 
whether we have the power or not. | adopted 
this course many years ayo, upon full reflection, 
believing that that would happen which afterward 
did happen—that they would connect the subject 
of abolition with the right of petition, and they 
would acquire additional consequence from such a 
union of the subjects. But, sir, this petition is a 
very different thing. It is the first time, I think, 
that any such petition was ever presented. What 
is it, sir? Why, that the whole negro population 
of the eountry should be enrolled in the militia. 

Mr. HALE. No; that petition has been dis- 

oved of, 

Mr. CLAY. Then I will make a motion to 
take it up again, and make a motion in which, | 
hope, we may bave a unanimous vote. Was tire 
petition laid on the table? 

Mr. RUSK. I will withdraw my motion, so 
that it goes upon the table. 

Mr. CLAY. I will move then to take up the 
petition on the subject of the enroilment of the 
siavea of this country in the militia, for the pur- 





| pose of making a motion, and, without further 
| argument upon the subject, invite the Senate to 
| actupon it; expressing a hope, and I shall call for 
the yeas and nays for that purpose, that this peti- 
tion will be rejected by the decisive, and indignant, 
and unanimous vote of the whole body. I move 
| you, sir, to take up the petition, and I will then 
move to reject the prayer of the petition, and call 
for the yeas and nays. 

The motion to take up‘the petition having been 
put and carried— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said: I ad- 
dressed the Chair, I believe, before the question 
was put. : 





take up any time. 
Mr. DAVIS. I was going to say that the hour | 
has arrived for taking up the special order. 
Mr. CLAY. Oh, let us come to a vote upon | 
| this matter first. 1 move to reject the prayer of 
| the petition, and I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. SEWARD. | have voted for the yeasand | 
nays upon this question, as, in my whole life and 
the whole of my legislative experience, 1 have | 
never voted against the yeas and nays, and never 
| hesitated to record my opinion. ‘This petition 
| was presented by me, among sixty or seventy 
other petitions, from the citizens of various parts 
of the State of New York yesterday, and therefore 
| a word is due from me upon the subject, and that 
| word will be spoken with frankness, with respect, 
and with firmness, if 1 shall be able to combine 
those three sentiments. ‘The fact of the presenta- 
| tion of this petition by myself has drawn down 
| upon me severe censure, if 1 understood the hon- 
orable Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] in the 


marks, and to the remarks of no other Senator, I 
have to say that | have heretofore—without troub- 
ling the Senate with any argument in defence or 
| vindication of my views upon the right of peti- 
| tion—distinctly stated that | deemed the right of 

petition an inherent right of the citizen, an inde- 
| feasible right, just as much as the right of suffrage, 
| a right to be forfeited only by crime. I hold it to 
be the indefeasible right of every human being to 
petition-a higher power. I submit myself to all 
| applications and all demands, in private and in 
| public life; and this natural and inherent right of 
man is specially secured and guarantied, as I un- 


Mr. CLAY. I do not think my motion 4 





remarks which he made. In reply to those re- || 





derstand the Constitution, to every citizen of this 
| country. I therefore present, as one of the organs 


| legislative body, every petition*that is submitted 
to me for that purpose. IL withhold none. I de- 
fend and vindicate those which I rise in my place 
to defend and vindicate, and | leave without vindi- 
cation or defence, and for future consideration, 
those which | present without vindication or de- 





have a different rule. They think they have a | 
right, and that they are bound to discriminate be- 
tween petitions which they will present to this | 
body, and those which they will not. Ido not | 
impugn their motives; I do not assail them in the | 


Mr. President, as long as | have lived, if | had 
not learned from my own infirmities the obliga- 


| through whom application must be made to this | 


fence. This is my rule of action. Other Senators | 


least. I should have lived to but little purpose, | 





uons of justice and charity to the fhotives of others. 
| I shall not shrink from the performance of what 
| is my duty, under any circumstances of censure. 


| I go a little further in explanation, because | shall |] 
vote for receiving this peution. I shall vote against | 


| the resolution to reject it. 


| reject the pRaYER of the petition. 
| Mr. SEWARD. I thank the honorable Senator 
| from Kentucky for the information. I understood | 
| it to be a motion to reject the petition itself. 
A Senator. Qh, no; to reject the prayer of the 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam very glad to receive the 
explanation. It furnishes me an occasion on which 
| I can, with great pleasure and satisfaction, mani- 
fest the spirit which I entertain and cherish in re- | 
| 








gard to the Constitution and all the institutions of | 
| this country. 


I have had occasion to say heretofore, that | 
| 


while I believe that all men have “ natural and in- | 


| alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of | 


| happiness,” and that it is the fundamental pur- 
pose of this Government to. secure these rights, 
that at the same time such institutions as exist 


| 
Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) The motion is to || 

' 

| 


petition. | 
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among men should be held and maintainca ,..... 
they can be peaceably, lawfully, and ae 
ally changed. 1 am in favor, as! have said ~ 
the emancipation of the slaves in this country. 
in all countries; but, as I have said befure Ie Ys 
favor of obtaining that object only by Seneefn 
lawful, and constitutional means; an Shere he 
Constitution interdicts, there [ stop. To ree ~ 
this petition, and reject its prayer asone that ake 
not to be granted, is in exact accordance with ' 
course I have before proposed in regard to Petitions 
for a dissolution of the Union. It belongs to the 
States where slavery exists to abolish it thers. 
| To arm and organize the slaves would be a tee 
of violence to effect emancipation unconstitution. 
ally, in violation of State rights. , 
And now, whatever may be intended for me 
here or elsewhere, I beg honorable Senaiors to 
understand this as the rule of my conduct for the 
future. I shall never assail the motives 
member of this body. I shall never defend myseif 
| against any imputation of motives made against 
| me. If such imputations are made, ii whatever 
shape they may come, as they have done in ya. 
rious shapes here, I shall pass them by in silence 
They will not in the least disturb my equanimity, 
I will venture further to assure those who may 
| make them, that they will not in the least deorce 
change my social and private feelings in regard to 





of any 


|| them. And [shall pursue this course for the sim. 


ple reason, that if a different one was pursued | 
me towards others, | should expect it to have the 
same effect upon them, which any want of kind. 
ness, Or courtesy, or respect towards me on their 
part has upon me; and that is just exactly no effect 
| whatever—no effect at all. They must consult 
their conscjences, their sense of propriety; { shai! 
consult mine; and when I shall retire from this 
body, at the expiration of my term of office, every 
member who shall continue here with me will find 
that I have vindicated this rule of action. | have 
| never retorted nor retaliated; I never shall. 

Mr. CLAY. | rise to say a single word, and 
that is, to express a hope that there will be no 
| further discussion, but that the vote will be taken, 
and taken in the manner I have suggested, with a 
| solemnity and unanimity which, | am sure, will 
have a good effect. The petition, be it remem- 
bered, has been received. There can therefore be 
no reproach against the Senate for not receiving it, 
The question now is, shall its prayer be granted? 
And that prayer is to do what no man can conceive 
or dream of without horror and dismay. The 
proposition is to embody every slave in the United 
| States in the militia of the United States. Sir, | 
trust honorable Senators are prepared to vote upon 
| this question. The Senator who sits near me [ Mr. 
| Sewarp] has, in a very calm, orderly manner, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





expressed his views. Though we may not agree 
_ with him, let us say nothing more, but go to the 
| vote, and vote, by a singular instance of unanimity 

and decision, against the abominable prayer of the 
| petition. 
| The motion was put from thegchair, and the 
| yeas and nays having been taken, resulted as fol- 
| lows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Bor- 
| land, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge 
| of fowa, Ooty of Wisconsin, Douglass, Feich, Foote, 
| Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Ma- 
| son, Miller, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sebar- 
| tian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Turney, 
| Underwood, Wales, Walker, Webster, Whitcomb, and 
| Yulee—48. 
NAYS. None, 


| So the motion was unanimously adopted. 
PETITION WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


| On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 


Ordered, That the petition of Charles Taylor, on the files 
| of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. TURNEY gave notice of his intention to 
morrow, or some subsequent day, to ask leave to 
introduce a bill supplementary to the act entitled 


|| An act for the payment of horses and other 


property lost or destroyed in the military service 
_ of the United States.’ 


SYNOPTICAL INDEX TO LAWS. 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 


tion, which lies over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to contract with Messrs. Little & Brown fur twelve hundied 





tioa of the Senate, and to embrace in the laws 


and fifty copies of the Synoptical sce Papers by ee 
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sent session of Congress, at a price not exceeding 
doliars a volume, printed and boand in the styte ot the | 
ees at Large, published underthe authority of Congress 
py said Littue & Brown. | 
. THE CENSUS BILL. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, | 
the Serate then proceeded to the consideration of | 
the special order of the day. 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 


special order was the unfinished business of yes- || 


terday, the census bill, and that when the Senate | 


adjourned the following amendment was pending: | 
& Re it further enacted, That the preparstory printing ren- | 

gered necessary by this act, so far as the same is nut already 

gone, shall, in order to give dispatch to business, be doue 


tice, by the lowest bidder.” 


Mr.SMITH. I wish tomakeasuggestion ortwo || 


to the gentleman who offered the amendment, (Mr. 
Wuircoms,] by which I hope to be able to induce 
him to withdraw his proposition. My friend from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Bonianp,] when the original bill 


was under consideration, very early in the debate, | with the lowest bidder, out of perhaps forty com- 


made a similar proposition to the Senate; but, after 


some explanations which I made at that time, he || 


saw fit to withdraw it. ; 

Mr. BORLAND. No, I did not. It was re- 
‘ected. 
er, SMITH. Ah! I thought my honorable 
friend had withdrawn it. If the amendment is 
adopted as suggested by the Senator from Indiana, 
it would involve this entire subject in inexplicable 
dificulty, and in my opinion it would be utterly 
impossible to execute the law atall, particularly at 
this late day. 


this Jaw into effect. 
advertised for or not, I do not know, but I will 
state, for the information of the Senate, that it is 
necessary, in order to enable the census takers, 
the marshals and their deputies, to do this business 
properly, that there should be put into their hands 
a very peculiar kind of paper. Paper of a very 
fine quality is required; it must be made entirely 
‘of linen; it is a paper which must be made by 


hand and which cannot be made by machinery; | 


and | have to say, in the first place, that if this 
rinting is to be put out at contract to the lowest 
fidder, it will be totally impossible for the con- 
tractof to procure paper in me for the proper ex- 
ecution of the contract. 
sort has been procured by a printing concern in 
this city; it has been procured at a ver 
expense; it must all be made by hand, as | before 
observed, and not by machinery, and, therefore, if 


what has been done—and done properly, I sup- | 
pose, under the law passed at the last session || 
1 have not— 


of Congress, by the census board. 
been particuiar in inquiring into the subject; but I 


take it for granted that they have acted in con- | 


formity with the law—if this is all to be set aside, 
and the business now put into the hands of 
new contractors, | would ask the Senate, in what 
condition will the matter be placed? ‘The new 
contractor would have to supply himself with this 
paper, which, as I have explained, is made ina 
peculiar manner, and which, | venture tosay, could 
not be procured between three and six months. In 
addition to this, even if there was time to carry 


ally measure, such as is contemplated by the hon- | 


orable member from Indiana, I do not believe that 
any contract you could make upon the principle of 
giving it to the lowest bidder, would be executed 
in Such a manner as the public service requires. 1 
care not what may be the stipulations of the con- 
tract; | care not what guarantees you may demand 
of the public printer—of any man who may give 


the lowest bid for the public printing—you never | 


can get the contract executed in such a manner as 
the public interests require. You would get an 
inferior quality of paper. The paper which is 
how in the hands of the contractors with thescen- 
sus board, is very nearly of the strength and qual- 
ity of bank paper. It is a very superior kind of 
Paper. I believe specimens ef it have been laid on 
the tables of honorable Senators. Now you may 
BSipulate in the contract, that the printers shail 
furnish paper that has all the strength of bank 
Paper, but I deny that you could have any gdar- 
antee that the contract would be fulfilled. The 
Paper will be of an inferior quality; and by the 
ume the blanks reach Washington, from the hands 
of the marshals and their deputies, the documents 
will be in such a state as to be illegible, and of no 
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] is ultimately to constitute the census. 


| amendment; or, if he persists in it, | hope that the 


I understand that the census board | 
has already made a contract for the paper and pre- | 


liminary printing that is required in order to carry |! ble, the objection on the score of length of time, but 
Whether the contract was || 


Moreover, paper of this | 


great | the work done inample time for all the requirements 


687 


——s. 


use for the purpose of making up the abstract that | contractor understand that, if the work is not done 

I hope, |, by him in the manner required by the contract, he 
therefore, that upon further consideration, the \ will be subjected to the penalties attached to the 
| hohorable Senator from Indiana will not press the | breach of the contract. 














he fault lies in not hold- 
penenioonens yore hye peg! ing the omens “on sengnnreen ne the 
nate will not pass it. Even shou 18 bi ; manner in which the work is done. e know 
carried through Be to-day, and sent to the House | that there is an impression abroad that this is a 
| of Representatives, it cannot be passed there until || matter of favor. 1 wish it to be a matter of favor, 
| the end of the month, and then, after the fort- || but a matter of favor to the public treasury. These 

night's notice provided* for in the amendment, the || are the reasons why | shall vote for the amend- 
| contract is to be given to the lowest bidder, and || ment. 

the materials procured; so that it would probably || Mr. UNDERWOOD. I believe I can give the 
| be the end of August or the beginning of Septem- || Senate some of the information which the gentle- 
| ber before the Government could begin distribu- man from Indiana calls for. I have thought it my 


under contract with the census board, on fifteen days’ no- || ting the blanks through the thirty States, and I do | duty to go to the printing office, and | have ob- 


| not know how many Territories, which compose || tained some at least of the information. This 
this Union, stretching from the Atlantic to the Pa- || contract has been made, sir, for paper, to the ex- 
cific coast. If this amendment is to be made a || tent of three thousand reams, and each of these 
| part of the law, we may just as well come to the || reams cost six dollars; but in the contract for 
conclusion that we will pass nolaw. If you com- || three thousand reams, at six dollars per ream, 
| pel the census board to enter into a new contract || the Government have a right to take two thou- 
, || sand additional reams, if they think proper, at tle 
| petitors, the work will be undertaken ata rate at || same price, thus making the contract for five 
which it cannot possibly be done, and an inferior || thousand reams, at six dollars per ream, which 
|| paper will be used, which will crumble to pieces || will be thirty thousand dollars for paper. This 
| in the hands of the marshals. I repeat again, that || contract will, [ presume, be interfered with to 
|| you may as well come to the conclusion to disre- || some extent, if the gentleman’s amendment pre- 
| gard altogether the requirements of the Constiiu- || vails, and therefore I think it ought not to be 
tuon on the subject of the census, as adopt the | adopted, because of its interference with the con- 
|| amendment of the Senator from Indiana. | tract already made. I understand that three 
| 
| 





Mr. WHITCOMB. Before saying anything || thousand reams have already been furnished, and 
| in reply to the Senator from Connecticut, I de- || of these, four hundred reams have alieady been 
| sire to modify jthe amendment by substituting || used in printing schedules one, two, and three. 
the word “ten’’ for “fifteen.” 1 modify the || Very little of it—not more than two reams—have 
amendment in order to obviate, as far as possi- |} been used in printing schedules four, five, and six; 
| but most of the printing which has already taken 
| place is upon schedules one, two, and three, being 
| the schedules which the committee adopted, so as 
| made by the Senator is, that the work requires to || not to interfere with the printing already done. 
| be done on paper of a particular quality, made en- || In the work already done, there have been 180,000 
| tirely of linen, and that it would be impracticable | sheets already printed and ready for distribution; 
|| for all the paper manufactories in the United States, || those 180,000 sheets, if you make any material 
near enough to Washington to be available, to || alterations, would all be Jost. The committee, in 
| make this paper by the time it is required by the || adopting the schedules of the census board which 
exigencies of the bill. Well, suppose that that is || have been prinied, were to some extent governed 
the case—and I confess | am very incredulous || by the fact that these 189,000 sheets had been al- 
|| of it—the persons that have this supply of fine || ready printed and finished. There has already 
|| linen paper would-have so much the more advan- || been paid for paper under this contract six thou- 
| tage in bidding for the job. Ido not see, therefore, | sand dollars, out of the ten thousand dollars which 
how the public or the genteman’s friend will suffer || were appropriated by the last Congress for the 
by the operation. But, sir, 1 am confident that |) use of.the census board; the other four thousand 
|| there would be competition enough for us to get || dollars of that ten thousand dollars have not yet 
| been used, as far as | understand. These are the 
| facts which the gentleman from Indiana desired to 
| have, so far as the contract heretofore has been 
| entered into and made. 
| Mr. WALKER. ‘I would inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky, by whom this pa- 
per was provided, and under what authority? 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. It was provided, as I 
| understand, by the census board, under the au- 
| thority of the act of last session. By that aet an 
appropriation was made of ten thousand dollars, 
| which sum was placed at the disposal of the census 
| board, with the view of enabling them to procure 
| paper and prepare blanks suitable for going on 
| with the work at the proper time. 

Mr. WALKER. I would inquire whether 
this paper will be available in case the amendment 
of the Senator from Indiana be adopted ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I understand that the 
gentlemen composing the census board have put 
| out their proposals for printing the forms, and that 

the work has been partly executed. 

Mr. WALKER. This paper, as I understand, 
belongs to the Government, having been bought 
with the money of the Government. 

Mr. SMITH. 


1 am far from being satisfied of the propriety of re- 
jecting the amendment. The principal objection 











| of the bill. Now, we are all of us, I believe, as- 
sured that there has been a belief prevalent in some 
quarters that there is sometimes favoritism dis- 
played in the distribution of patronage of this de- 
| scription, and | will say that the Senator from Con- 
'| necticut should be one of the first to desire that a 
| different direction should be taken, in having this 
'| printing done, than has been contemplated, for the 
| purpose of excluding every possible suspicion of 
| this kind. 1 know that | should be very sorry to 
| have such a responsibility placed on any friends of 
mine, on account of the imputations that might be 
cast upon them. We have not yet been informed, 
/ although a similar motion to this was made the 
| other day, what has been the characier of this ex- 
| isting contract which the gentleman insists has been 
made. What is the amount to be pau for the 
work? If it had been a reasonable amount, it seems 
| to me we should be informed of it, for the purpose 
‘| of disarming suspicion. Why are we not thus in- 
|| formed? I hope it is all-ight, but 1 should be far 
'| more sure that it is all right if my amendment ob- 
\| tains; and | am the more anxious that the amend- 
|| ment should obtain, because objection is made to 
|| it. I shall not suppose, sir, that any great loss of 
| ume will result from the adoption of this amend- 
‘| ment. Lapprehend that if an indication is made at 
|| this early period of the course that will be pursued 
|| by the Senate hereafter, that every preparation will 
|| be made for supplying this paper and doing this 
| printing, and those who would desire to compete 
|| for it will have their attention drawn to the fact, 
|, and will be ready, the instant the proposals are 
} published, to make their bids. I believe the amend- 
| ment would have a salutary effect in ge.ting this 
|| work cheaper and better done. We have heard a 
|| great deal said, sir, of the great-expense of the 
|| public printing to the country, and of the imperfect 
‘| manner in which itis done. 1 should say it is be- 
|| cause the contract is not sufficiently well made, or, 


if well made, because it is not enforced. Let the 


| 
| 
| 


if 
| 
| 
| 


Not atall. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will yield the floor to 
the Senator from Connecticut afier I shall have 

| made one single remark, which is, that the six 
thousand dollars that have been paid for the pa- 

| per were paid out of the ten thousand that were 

| appropriated at the last session. This is my un- 
derstanding, th ugh | may be wrong. 

Mr. SMITH. The facts are these. The cen- 
sus board was established by an act of the last 
seasion, and authorized tu do this work; that is to 
say, to procure the proper materials, and to do 
the printing, and deliver the work when finished 
to the Government. The paper all belongs to 
Gideon & Co. The census board made a contract 

| with Gideon & Co. for the work to be delivered 
when finished. In the mean time, all the mate. 
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late, the paper, the work, the machinery, &c., | 


belong to Gideon & Co. If these gentlemen 
should happen to be the lowest bidders, they will | 
of course go on and complete the work. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is | 
on the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Indiana. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I would like to see the act | 
under which this was done. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Those Senators who are con- || 


versant with the legislation of last seseion on this 
subject must be apprised that no authority existed | 


on the part of this board to make any contract | 
binding on the Government for the furnishing of | 


paper or blanks. I have a very distinct impres- 

sion, too, that the law then passed was in conform- | 
ity to what was thus understood by the Senate. | 
The law reads as follows: 

*¢ That the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, and 
the Postmaster General shall constitute and be a board, to 
be «tyled the Census Board; that it shall be the duty ot the 
said board to prepare and cause to be printed such forms 
and «chedules as may be neces-ary for the full enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States ; and aiso proper 
forms and schedules for collecting, in statistical tables, 
under proper beads, such information as to mines, agricul- 
ture, commerce, manufactures, education, and other topics, 
as willexhibita full view of the pursuits, industry, educa- | 
tion, and resources of the country; it being provided that 
the number of said inquiries, exclusive of the enumeration, 
shall not exceed One hundred, and that the expense incur- 
red in preparing and printing said forms and schedules shali 
not exceed ten thousand dollars.” 

Now, it will be seen from the reading of this | 
act that the appropriation of ten thousand dollars 
is not sufficient to meet the expenses which have 
been incurred in the printing necessary to be done. | 
Ten thousand dollars was but a small moiety. 
The object of this appropriation was to enable this 
board to do as it had done, and that they might | 
address inquiries to different parts of the Union, 
consult different interests, and ascertain what || 
would be the best plan on which to commence || 
their labors, and that they should prepare the 
forms not in the whole, but such as they might 
deem proper, and that these forms should be re- | 
ported to Congress when they met at this session, 
and be adopted or not, as Congress might see fit. 
I apprehend, sir, it was not contemplated at that || 
time that this board should adopt forms that should 
operaie upon us, and that we should be compelled 
to adopt, or that they should go to work under 
this law and enter upon contracts for the entire 
printing necessary to be done; such a state of | 
things was not contemplated. [t was merely in- 
tended that they should prepare the forms, and 
present them to us for our consideration, and that || 
we should alter or amend, as we did on yesterday, 
if we thought necessary; and that, after such scru- 
tiny, Congress was to determine as to what in- | 
quiries shall be adopted under the appropriate | 
heads, and that a general law should be passed || 
for taking the census, embracing the contract of | 
printing with it. This is what I understand to be | 
the law, and it is the only interpretation, I appre- | 
hend, that the law will bear. 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 differ with the Senator from | 
Indiana entirely. 1 recollect the whole course of | 
legislation at the last session on this subject dis- | 
tinctly. IT beg leave to state that early in last || 
session a bill was reported from the committee by || 
the Senator from Massachusetts, but it was never | 
taken up. There was an amendment or substitute | 
for the bill proposed by the Senator from Ken- | 
tucky, but neither the bill nor substitute was acted || 
upon. There was a bill reported by the Com- || 
mittee on the Judiciary in the House of Represent- | 
atives, and that bill, too, the House would not | 
take up. In this state of affairs, Mr. Palfrey, a. 
member then, though not a member now, intro- 
duced by general consent, the bill nearly in the form | 
in which it was passed. He made a short speech | 
upon that occasion, and the only speech that was | 
made. In that speech he declared that the arrange- | 
ment of all these details was properly a matter of 
executive duty, and could be much better attended 
to by a board, organized as he proposed, of mem- 
bers of the Executive Departments, than it could 
be by Congress, and the recurrence of this ques- 
tidn has led to much of the extended discussion 
that has taken place upon this bill since it was 
taken up. It was stated, I believe, by him, and it 
was an understoo:l fact, that Congress never had 
upon a priot occasion thought of carrying out 
these details by legislation. These details have 
always been referred by the law in general terms 
to the Secretary of State, who made ali the arrange- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| forms ‘and schedules to be submitted to Congress 


|| inserted. 
|| ficient to pay the expense of preparing the forms 


| history of the affair, | think it can scarcely be 
|, doubted that if they had given any other construt- 


| than they did, they would have been neglectful of 


| because I do not think it necessary. 


carry the work to completion, without reporting 
to Congress. There is not a word in this law | 
| about reporting these tables to Congress. On the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ments that it was thought necessary to make to | Maryland, with reference to the ex 
|| ing the blanks, is found in the fact t 
| printing the census documents in | 


contrary, we have good Yeason for asserting that | 


| the House of Representatives who reported this 
in regard to this point there is some little contra- 
riety of opinion. The bill was epposed by some | 
gentlemen because of it, both in this Chamber and | 


| 


| the other House; nevertheless it turned over all 


these details to the members of the Executive || 


Departments for their final adjustment. It is said 
that the Senator from Massachusetts thought 
otherwise; but I apprehend that he had not at | 
that stage of the session examined the subject 
very minutely, and he did think that these forms 
| could be reported to the Senate, or he would | 
not have expressed that opinion, and he was | 
the only member who did so. It was an opin- 
ion in which he was mistaken; and all we 


' 


| 


| plainly seen, I think, that itis made the duty of 
this board to prepare and cause to be printed what- | 
ever forms and schedules may be necessary, said 


|| have to do is to look at the bill, and it will be | 
| 
| 


for their approbation. The bill says expressly | 
that they are to prepare all such forms and ached, | 
| ules as may be necessary for the full enumeration | 
| of the inhabitants of the United States. Now, if | 
they prepare forms and schedules simply, they | 


'| will not be doing all that is necessary to be done 


| for the proper enumeration of the inhabitants of | 
the United States; and it isa great absurdity to 


print forms and schedules which may or may not || 


be used in ascertaining the enumeration of the in- 


habitants of the United States. In addition to | 


that, 1 would state that the appropriation of ten | ment to the bill of the Senator from Georgia, and 


i || not to the original bill. 1 can state to the Senator, 
all the forms, though it is much more than suf: |) 


| ficient for the preparation of the forms to be sub- 
As the bill was originally || 


thousand dollars is insufficient tor the ‘printing of 


mitted to Congress. 
drawn up in the House, it contained a provision 
appropriating one hundred thousand dollars as a 
sum sufficient to cover all the expense of paper 
and printing; but in the Senate, for what reason | 
co not know, the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars was stricken out, and ten thousand dollars 
Now, this sum is vastly more than suf- 


to be submitted to Congress. From the whole | 


tion of the duty imposed upon them by this law 


their duty. ‘They would not have saved the time 
which was the object of this billto do. The great 
object of this bill was to have the work done in 
time, so as to have the census fairly taken. That | 
could not have been, if the forms were to be sub- 
mitted to Congress for approval, and subjected to 
the delay necessarily attendant thereupon. I[ think, 
therefore, that these gentlemen, who made a short 
report at the beginning of the session and another 
one since, to be found in executive document No. 
38, would not have discharged their duty under 
the law if they had not done precisely what they 
have. I think they have done right, and if it be 
the pleasure of the Senate to pass a law changing 
the forms, they can do so, but I see no good to be 
attained by it. ' 

Mr. BRIGHT. What may have been the im- 
pressions made upon the minds of Senators of | 
what was done in the other House, it is impossi- 
ble for me to say, and what may have been the 
import of the report | shall not attempt to state, 
I insist upon 

the position that it did not enter into the contem- 

plation of Congress, in passing this law, to give 
| to the board the absurd power of forcing upon us 
a certain set of forms, whether we were willing to 
adopt them or not. A limitation was made in the 
law confining the number of inquiries to one hun- 
dred, for the purpose of giving Congress the power 
to decide what questions should be proposed by 
the deputy marshals, and what should be the 
character of those inquiries. Many southern Sen- 
ators have objected to the collection of any statis- 
tical matter whatever. The appropriation of ten 
thousand dollars was for the purpose of defraying 
| the incidental expenses resulting from preparing 
| the forms and agreeing upon the kind of inform- 

ation proper to be obtained. Now, the most suc- 

eeasful reply to the argument of the Senator from 





| 
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| 
} 

1} 
i} 


Vv from Indiana that that amount i 
| bill excluded any such supposition. 1 admit that || the expense of preparing forms 





| Senator from Georgia. 
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pense of print. 
hat the bill for 
840 amounted 
oF roe 

nd the Senato, 
ncludeg not aia. 


and sch 
be sent out to the marshals, but the wheb mint 


of all the documents after the return 
tained, the compendiums, &c. The ‘cane * 
the forms and schedules did not costa tithe of ie 


sum. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am aware of that. } 
dent, but the effect of that bill will west 
the entire printing that will result from taking = 
census to whoever is entitled to it under this bill 
for it is clearly evident that whoever prints th, 
forms will subsequently, as a matter of dole, 

rint the tables referred to by the Senator from 
arvuok, . 

Mr. PEARCE, (in his seat.) Not at all. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Senator will look at the 
law he will see that it is broad enough to cover 
the whole of the printing connected with the t9. 
king of the census. I ask the chairman of the 
committee if he does not so understand it? 

Mr. DAVIS. I will state to the honorable 
Senator what my understanding of it is. 

There is ample provision in the bill that was 
reported by the committee for the printing. Wha 
the particular provision of the amendment is in re. 


to over two hundred and fifty thou 
Mr. PEARCE. I would remi 


| lation to the printing 1 am not informed. I haye 


not heard it stated, nor have I run my eye over jt, 
I do not recollect the provision upon that point 
that is contained in the bill that was offered by the 
This amendment of the 


| Senator from Indiana purports to be an amend. 


if he desires it, what were the provisions in the 
bill that was reported by the committee in relation 
to the printing. There isa provision that the Sec. 


| retary of the Interior, whose business it was to 
| take nee of this matter, should, under the pro- 


| visions o 
| the lowest bidder. So far as regards the printing 
| of the blanks, for which paper has been alreally 
a at considerable expense, the bill proposes 
| that that 





i 
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| 





| 


a law passed in 1846, let the work to 


tous be left in the hands of the census 
board. All the rest of the printing, except these 
tables, ig thrown into the Department of the Inte. 


| rior, to be let out according to the provisions of 


the act to which reference is there made, to the 
lowest bidder. That embraces the great body of 


|| the printing. The exception to this is the tables, 


which are left to be printed by the census board. 
They have engaged, as has been stated by the 


honorable Senator from Kentucky, printing and 
|| paper, as they supposed they were authorized to 
|| do under the act; and I will state further, that on 


| understood that some preparatory arran 


one or two former occasions there has been con- 
siderable difficulty experienced in obtaining suita- 
ble paper, and much delay has been thereby occa- 
sioned. In order to obviate the occurrence of 
such difficulty again, the census board have en- 
gaged what they believe to be suitable and proper 
paper—that is, paper of the proper size and of the 
proper quality to print the blanks upon; and their 
reason for engaging it is what is stated here; 
though not expressly provided for in the bill, itis 

ement of 
that sort would facilitate the work. They have, 
therefore, engaged several thousand reams of pa- 
per of a peculiar quality and size. It appears lo 
me, therefore, that we should leave this part of the 
printing in the hands of the census board, and re 
serve the other to be regulated by the Department 
of the Interior, that department being authorized 
by law to let it out to the lowest bidder. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [I adhere to the original propo- 
sition, that whoever, under this bill as now framed, 
prepares the tables about which we are speaking, 
will have the printing of the whole of the docu- 
ments; for the printing of the forms is nothing 
more nor less than the printing of the subsequent 
compilations to be contained in those forms wh 
are to be scattered through the different States of 
this Union. I state, knowingly, that the printing 
of the census, in 1840, of these forms and of the 
subsequent compilations of them in the shape 
books, cost nearly three hundred thousand dollars. 
But admitting that the Senator from Maryland is 
correct in his statement that the printing pro 
to be done by the bill is confined to the forms 
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